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On motion by Hon. R. G. Ardagh, the debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m,

Tegisialive  Hssembly,

Wednesday, 20th February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 pm,,
amd read prayers.

For “‘Qestions om notice'® and ‘<Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘ Votes and Proceedings.’’

RABBIT PEST SELECT COMMITTER.
Request for member to give evidence.

On metion by Mr. SMITH ordered—'‘ That
a2 message be transmitted to the Council re-
questing leave to the Hon. Sir E. H. Wit.
tenoom to attend and give evidence before
the select committee appointed by the As-
sembly to inquire into the system adopted
for combating the rabbit pest.’’

PAPERS--SUSPENSION OF A. C,
KESSELL,

Motion by Mr. Draper read—*‘That all
papera dealing with the suspension of the
services of Mr. A, Colenso Kessell from the
Government serviee be laid upon the Table
of the House.’’

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.44]: On be-
halt of Mr. Draper, I propose to move that
this motion be deferred until later in the even-
ing, Mr. Draper has found it impossible to
be in his place at this hour, but he will cer-
tainly put in an appearance a little later.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be a bad
precedent to establish. It is againat the
Standing Orders. The simplest plan would be
to allow the motion to lapse, and to give notice
of it again to-morrow.

Mr. SMITH: Could it not he placed lower
down on the Notice Paper?

Mr. BPEAEER: 1 ecould not allow that.
The member for West Perth can give fresh
notice for to-morrdw.

MOTION—WATER METER RENTS, EAST-
FRN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [4.46]: I move—

“‘That in the opinion of this Houge, the

rents charged for water meters on the house-

hold water supply services of the Eastern

Goldfields ia vexatious and unjust, and shounld
he abolished.’?

I may preface my remarks by gtating that

water meter rents on the Eastern Goldfields

have heen a source of friction and dissatis-

195

faction since January, 1903, or shortly after
the goldfields service was established. By the
very nature of things a centre that is far re-
moved from the central government is likely
to have its claims as far ag its requirements
are coneerned, overlocked, but when we also
find the position that that ceatre has an im-
position placed upon it, that it has no parallel
in the metropolitan area where the seat of
government exists, the friction is intensified.
The scheme [ say is a national one reticulat-
ing an area of 16,000 square miles, which is

cone-fifth the size of Vietoria. From being a

purely goldfields water scheme it has  so
grown that at the present time there are no
less than 12,361 serviees. Not only are places
like Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, Boulder, Wes-
tonia, and from Southern Cross upwards—all
the mining centres—supplied, but it is res-
ponsible for the water supplies of Northam,
York, Beverley, Toodyuy., Goomalling, and
other small farming centres, A perusal of
the output of the Goldfields Water Supply
displays a remarkable state of things.
Whilst Kalgoorlie and Boulder on their

general services average a supply of at
least 261 million odd gallens for the
last two years, we find the metropelitan

area has bheen supplied with an average of
202,000,000 gallons, nearly 203,000,000 gal-
lons, as against a supply of 261,000,000 gallona
for Kalgoorlie snd Boulder. The revenue from
the general services of Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der for two years average £48,000, whereas
the metropolis has taken nearly as much as
the general serviee of Kalgoorlie and Boual-
der, with a peppercorn rental of £2,500 ir-
respective of how much water ig consumed.
Whether they take, as we find in 1816-17
167 million gallons, or whether they take as
in 19153-16, 238 million gallons they pay,
shall we ecall it, a peppercorn rental of
£2,500. For almost similar services Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder are debited with an amount
of £45,000. T am not finding fault with the
amount that is paid at Kalgoorlie for the
service, but we are told that the reason why
these small irritating water rents cannot
be sbolished on the Goldfields is because
the service does not pay. I should like to
direct the attention of the Government to
the fact that in the metropolitan area prac-
tically no inecome is received, but that is
not justified by general uwsage, Throughout
the whole of the metropolitan area as far as
the general services are concerned, no water
rent whatever is charged, and when we come
to Guildford, Midland Junction, and East
Guildford, a strange anomaly exists,
These are centres supplied direct from the
Mundaring scheme and yet there no meter
rent ia charged. T appeal particularly to
the members on the cross benches—the mem-
bhers of the Country party—because there
are several centres that also pay meter rent
for a small supply of water. The gain
in revenue as far as the goldfields
people’s pockets are concerned, is not
great because the number of meter ser-
vices is not large. The amount paid in Eal-
goorlie, Boulder, Coclgardie, and Kanowna
is £2,850 per anpum, a comparatively small
charge, but it is the irritating nature of the
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¢harge. The charge is made nowhere else,
it is not justified by usage and I contend
it is a fair simile to say the Government
iave no more right to charge meter rents
than a groeer has the right to charge for
the use of the scales with which he weighs
the tea and sugar and other articles which
the eustomer buys in his shop. The largest
number of meter services is on the goldfields
and I should like to know how the Govern-
ment justify the fact that over a period of

13 or 14 years for some of the meters
that c¢ost as low as £3—that is what
the Goverpment are paying for the
new  American meters on  the authority
of the Minister for  Works, than

whom I can find no higher authorify—how
can the Government justify a meter rent
of 10s. a year ou the capital value of a
meter that costs the department £3. It is
true the Keont and Kennedy meters cost
more—I believe the Kennedy costs up to
£14, or it did in the old days—but to sup-
ply interest and sinking fund, which is so
dear to the heart of the Treasurer at the
present time, and rightly so, a charge of 20
per eent. will pay for the meter several
times over.

The Minister for Works: There is the eox-
pense for upkeep.

Mr, GREEN: Yes, there is the oil and re-
pairs, but the total cost of the meter has
been et for the next 20 years as the Min-
ister will readily see when he charges 10s.
a year for 14 years.

The Minister for Works: Fourteen years
ago meters were not obtained at £3 each.

Mr. GREEN: That is 30 and I am allowing
a higher rate for Kent meters—up to £5.
The main objection raised to the abolition of
the meter rent, although it exists only in a
small area of the State—it does not exist in
the capital and in the centres that are using
water from a similar scheme—but the main
ohjection is that the water supply scheme
does not pay. We shull be told that there is
a deficit for the curremt year of no less than
£76,000. There is one feature apart from
the national charaeter of the work, The
gold mines on the pgoldfields, were it not for
the water scheme, would to-day be practic-
ally non-existent, and the city would be non-
existent. We should find the member for
East Perth going about bartering as his pro-
genitors did in the past. I want to draw
the aitention of the House to the faet that
for £2500,000, which 1is the recognised
amount as loan on the water scheme, no less
than three per cent. is set aside for sinking
fund. In no other public work of this
State, nor in any other State that I have
heen able to find out, has such a large
amount been set aside for sinking fund, and
the position therefore is that instead of the
sinking fund being £77,473, as it has been
this wear, it would be a fair thing to pay
out of the Consclidated Revenue the differ-
ence befween one per cent. aod three per
cent, a3 a refund to the book-keeping bal-
ance sheet on this great undertaking. That
would mean that instead of showing a de-
ficit of £76,000 it would show a book-keeping
debt on the scheme for thia year of £50,916
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less than if it was on u one per cent. sinking
fund. It need hardly be mentioned to the
House that a large number of public works
pay as low as one-half per cent, sinking
fund. The Treasurer has told us in his Bud-
get speech that the Goldfields water scheme
loan matures in 1927. What will be the posi-
tion then? The whole of this sinking fund
will be wiped out and as the leader of the
Oppesition reminds me, we shall be in pos-
gession at the expiration of tbe sinking fund
in 1927 of bhaving a surplus of half a million
pounds, and we ghall find that there was no
neeessity to provide the three per cent. sinking
fund, because of the surplus of half a mil-
lion pounds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will pay some of
the defieit.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, and it will be promptly
transferred to Consolidated Revenne.  This
is an unjust tax because of the enormous
amount it has extracted from the people for
many years, compared with the small value
of the measuring instroment on which the
tax is made. It is irritating also because of
the fact that one section of the community
has the tax imposed upon them. Such a tax
is mot imposed in the metropolitan c¢entres.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have increased
their rates 6d. in the pound.

Mr. GREEN: I can recognise that the hon.
member is prepared to rush in whenever any
interests affect his own constituency, but |
belicve on this oceasion he will rise to the
national plane and view this matter accord-
ingly. If the hon. member can show me
that anything in his constituency requires
national treatment in the same way as this
tnatter which I have brought forward, T shall
be one of the first to support him.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I have advocated the
reduction of meter rents.

Mr. GREEN: T have never heard that from
the hon. member and it i3 a bad business for
him to introduee it just now, when I am try-
ing to draw the attention of hon. members
to what they must see is an injustice. These
meter rents are charged nowhere except on
the goldfields and in farming constituencies,
and up to the present time they have paid
not only the capital upkeep of the meter but
any sinking fund which might have heen at-
tached to it. If we allow for a legitimate
ginking fund being imposed upon the whole
of the-scheme it then hecomes a paying one.
T hope the Government will see their way to
remove this source of irritation which has
weighed upon the goldfields people for many
vears. The metropolitan area absorbs nearly
as much from the Goldfields Water Scheme
as Kalgoorlie and Boulder, but they have
no meter rents to pay. As the Government
only receive a matter of £2,500 T think this
might well be made a charge on the metro-
politan bodies, who, I am sure, would not ob-
jeet to make up that amount which would be
jost to the Government by the abolition of
the meter rents on the poldficlds.

On motion by the Minister for Works (Hon.
W. .J. George) dehate adjourned. )

Mr. Green: Yoo will bring the motion on
again this session?

The Minister for Works: Yes.



[20 FeBruARY, 1918.]

MOTION—REFRESHMENT ROQOM, PAR-
LIAMENT HOUSE, SALE OF ALCOHOLIC
LIQUOR.

Mr. STEWART (Claremont) [5.5] I move—

‘‘That in the opinion of this House the
sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises of
Parliament House should, on and after the
passing of this resolution, cease."

In introducing a matter of this kind I know

I am attacking the daily habits of hon. mem-

bers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are not the first
one who has done it.

Mr. STEWART: Tt is unnecessary for me to
assure hon. members that this motion is in no
sense the ontcome of anything that I have wit-
nessed since 1 have entered the House. No-
thing that [ bave seen is inconsistent with the
character and reputation of hon members. I
say that in all seriousness, and T do not intend
it as a vain compliment. Perhaps I wounld have
delayed taking nrction, or 1 might have aban-
doned it altogether, had it not been for certain
remarks which were uttered by members of the
Government in regard to what I would ecall
public poliey. On the 24th January the Pre-
mier, speaking in this House, made use of thege
words—

People in the cities ean go ahout their
business and enjoy themselves while those in
the country are slaving to endeavour to pro-
cure food for the necessary sustenance of
the people of the State. The Government
are prepared, and are daily engaged in an
endeavour to bring ahout economies in every
direction,

And what [ am now going to read is the most

tmportant part of the Premier’s remarks on

that oceasion—

Tt would be very much bhetter for the
conntry if they did not spend so much in
extravagant living at the present time in
Western Australia. People do not seem alive
to the position. It is the people who need
to wake up. If the people would only show
the Government of the State that economy
whieh thev should show, it would be an ad-
vantage to Western Australia and it would
be helpful to the Government of the day.

Therefore, the Government are geeking to place
the onus of a lead upon the people of the
country, when, as I consider what a Respons-
ible Government should be, the lead should
eome from the Government and Parliament.
The Treasurer, in the course of his remarks
the other day. said that the people should be
educated not to take as much as they possibly
could from the State without giving something
in return. Another member of the Government
in another place, explaining the financial posi-
tion, stressed the argument and said that only
by separating from the Commonwealth could
we hope to avoid public bankruptey and in-
dostrial stagnation.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts it aill going to be saved
by your motion?

Mr. STEWART: T am not going to pretend
that it is, but I may show what the Govern-
ment have advorated should be practised out-
gide, and to be logiral we should start from
within. Perhaps, if I had been an older mem-
ber of the House, T might have hesitated
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before bringing a motion of this kind under
notice,

Hon. P. Collier: The rashness of youth.

Mr. STEWART: | perhaps would have suc-
cumbed before this to the charming infuences
that surround parliamentary and club life. Of
course I am very conscious of the difficulty
which faces me when I propose to interfere
with the daily habits of hon. members, especi-
ally those habits which are in the nature of
luxuries,

Mr. Harrison: During the hot weather?

Mr. STEWART: I am aware that a change
in our hahits is one of the things we, as hunan
beings, least desire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is not too much
luxury in this House.

Mr. STEWART: Then call it a8 privilege,
I have reason to fear that we shall not get
very far with this motion. The success, or
otherwise, of it will depend to a large extent
upon whether hon. members® are able to rise
above what I might eall their more selfish per-
sonal consideration. 1 have the eonviction
that we, as a Parliament, have not yet done
all we ean in connection with the serious busi-
ness of putting our house in order from a
financial point of view, and there are four
cogent reasons which I shall submit to hon,
members;

Hon. P. Collier: Have you seen that whisky
poster of the Scotchman saying *¢ Wheni"’

Mr. STEWART: Coming from the country
where the Scoteh national bard has given it
such praise, perhaps it is extraordinary that
T should bhe the one to introduce a motion of
this kind to the House. Speaking on the ques-
tion of the uscfulness of drink, T might quote
a few lines of Burns, who says—

But bring a Scotchman frae his hill.

Clap in his cheek a Highland gilli;

Say, such a Royal George’s will

An’ there's the foe;
He has nae thought but how to kill
Twa at a Dblow.

While it may be necessary for a stimulant to
be partaken of by, or administered to, men on
the battlefield, surely we are generous enough
to believe that no such stimulant is necessary
in order that we may conduet the business of
Parliament. There are four reasona which I
think should commend themselves to the House
in favour of my motion. The first is the ques-
tion of economy, the second is the influence of
example, the third is that Parliament should
be a place for the ¢onduct of business, and the
last is that if the motion were carried it would
serve as a salutary reminder that this country
is engaged in the most bloody confliect which
has ever shaken this world of ours.

Hon, P. Collier: Will this save the position?

Mr. STEWART: That is a matter which
the leader of the Opposition can best answer
in his own mind. The ery of the world is for
economy

Hon. P, Collier: Your motion is really a
win-the-war proposition.

Mr. STEWART: Especially as regards the
belligerent countries. Is it not reasonable or
logical to suppose that, in the matter of the
privileges enjoyed by members, there is an im-
perative demand for this sort of economy?
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Hon. members seem to make light of the force
of eXample which this House can give to the
State. 1 believe that a self-denying ordinance
of this kind would be weleomed by a consider-
able body of outside opinion, and would go a
long way towards rehabilitating the good name
of the House in the mind of the public. It may
be known to hon. members that a motion of
this kind was passed through the Assembly in
New South Wales in October last, Surely if a
majority of members in that legislative hall
has concluded thut a motion of this kind
should be passed, this Assembly would do well
to follow suit. This motion is no new thing,
therefore, in the politics of Australia. I could
perhaps anticipate some of the objections
which hon. members will raise to this motion,
but I am not going to discuss them at the pre-
sent juncture. I have no desire that members
should be inconvenienced, or that any hardship
should be inflicted upon them, apart from what
I conceive to be their duty in regard to setting
an example to the country. At election time a
great deal was said in favour of anti-shouting,
and 2 considerable number of members was re-
turned to this House in support of that prin-

¢iple.

Hon, P, Collier: Was the hon. wmember
against it?

Mr. STEWART: 1 combated the anti-

shouting legislation, and any interference with
the existing conditions as affeeting licenses or
local option,

Hon. P. Collier: Your desire for reform,
then, is confined to this House?

Mr, STEWART: I am seeking to prove, in
contradistinction to the statements of the Pre-
mier, that the example should emanate from
this House to the country. If we are sincere in
believing that there is a great and wasteful
extravagance going on, it is putting the cart
before the horse if we contend that the people
should show the Government the lead. That is
inconsistent with my views as to what the re-
spongibiiitles of a Government shonld be. It ia
all very well to look askance at a proposition
of this kind, while personally I believe that
there is something in it. T am not here to speak
on behalf of temperance or other outside
bodies. I am pledged to no kind of action with
regard to the question, but T do feel deeply
the insincerity and the unavailing platitudes
which are indulged in when the question of ec-
onomy or doing away with waste comes under
consideration. T do not know but what a great
deal of good could come from a self-denying
ordinance of this kind. There are many hon.
members here who, T think, would be prepared
to surrender certain of their privileges for the
sake of setting an example to the State. The
bar of this House is open at all times of the
day, and if we were consistent the bar wounld
be closed at 9 o’clock. Parliament acts upon
the supposition that it is a law unto itself, that
it ean prescribe to the people what they must
do, but that so far as the privileges of mem-
bers ingide the House are concerned these are
sacrosanct and must not be touched. T am ap-
pealing to the sense of honesty and logic in the
minds of hon. members to do something,
whether in this direction or otherwise, to effect
economies also which ean be further dealt with
As the Estimates proceed. The Government and
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Parliament wmight. well do worse than to
take this motion favourably into consideration
hecause its terms verge so closely upon what 1
conceive to be a waste in this Parliament, while
it would also tend to set a good example to
the country in the way of economy. There is no
gainsaying the faet that there is an endless
waste of money connected with the expenditure
on liquor. Even the proprietors of distilleries
and breweries have admitted this. We are hare
engaged in the most awful conflict we have
seen, If none of the arguments I have used ap-
peal te hon. members it must be supposed that
they prefer to econtinue to enjoy their privi-
leges, and desire to set an example of needless
waste and expenditure, whilat at the same time
they are diligent in recommending to the coun-
try to close up its ranks againgt all kinds of
waste.

Mr. Hardwick: Would you allow any econ-
cession in the case of snakebitet

Mr. STEWART: That would probably de-
pend upon the condition of the patient at the
time. My motion is not brought forward in
any way as embodying ndverse criticiam upon
the conduct of hon. members, That is far from
my mind. I think I am justified in placing the
motion befors the House, and have therefore
much pleasure in moving it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.26]: I second
the motion, pro forma.

The PREMIER (Hon, H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.27]: As leader of tho House, T think
I should at the outset express my opinion 1a
regard to this important metion, I am sur-
prised that a motion of this sort should
come from the hon. member, who fought the
last e¢lection on the totsl abstinence policy. I
am at a less to understand why he should
move in this direction. I cannot follow his
iinc of argument. I look upon this House as,
to a great extent, the home of members of
Parliament. We spend a great deal of our
time here, and members upon election to this
House receive an honourable position here.
1 huve seen nothing within the precincts of
the House that is derogatory to the honour-
able position enjoyed by hon, members on ae-
count of the fact that we make use of aleo-
holic liqguors. We are here in our own house
as members of Parliament. We have as much
right to our glass of beer, or wine or whisky,
if we desire to have it at the end of a hard
day’s work, as we would if we were in our
own homes. I am surprised, too, that the
hon, member should have supporied his mo-
tion so strongly on the plea that it is de-
signed to prevent extravagance. But I wish
the country to know that the motion is really
a reflection on the House. We are told prae-
tically that we have not the character, have
not the contrel of ourselves, to be trusted to
handle aleoholie liquors. T resent such a re-
flection. Never have T been amongst a bhody
of men more temperate than the 50 members
constituting this Legislative Assembiy. Hon.
members know well that the bar of the House
is not used extravagantly, and for my part,
T think it would be wrong to deprive them
of the opportunity of obtaining refreshment
during the course of a long sitting. If it were
the law of the land that oo drink should be
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sold in hotels or used in private houses, that
no drink should be imported into or manufac-
tured in Westeru Australia, T would say at
once that Parliament should adopt the same
principle for its members. Dut until we make
that the law of the land, T see no reason for
closing the bar of Parliament House, If 1
thought the bar was being misused, I should
he the first to support the motion. Perhaps
the next suggestion will be that, on the score
of cconomy, we should not have ecvening
nmeals here. Surcly we are allowed to make
wse of the good things the gods send us, so
long ay we use them properly. As regards
drink being a luxury, it might also he con-
sidered a luxury to wear a collar.

Hon. P. Collier: Or to shave; one would
save money by letting one's whiskers grow.

The PREMIER: An abstemious man—and
most men are abstemious with regard to alco-
holic drink—T think shounld be allowed to ob-
tain what drink he requires in moderation, as is
the case in this building. llon. members wse
their privilege with diseretion, and there ia
no ground for abolishing it on the score of
economy. Then the hon. member asks us to
set a good example, I say the members of
this Parliament do set an excellent example
to the public. Further, the hon. member says
that the conduct of business does not require
the sale of aleoholic liguors. We all admit
that. We admit members conid do without
aleoholic lignors. But still, why deprive mem-
bers of their privilege as long as it does not
interfere with the proper eonduct of business?
Again, the mover said that the carrying of
the motion would serve as a salutary re-
minder that the couniry was engaged in a
bloody combat. My opinion-is that if we do
not have a little refreshment in the course of
a long sitting, we may think a great deal
more of the war, and regard our position as
worse, than we wonld otherwise. A little
drink in moderation is nseful to some people,
and cheers them up. T know I am glad to
have a glass of whisky and water after a
hard day’s work, thongh T de not touch al-
cohol during the day at all. Further, the
hon. member says that in carrying the motion
we shall be rebabilitating the good name of
the House. T have never heard that this
House had a bad name as regards intemper-
ance. I know the House has at times had a
name for intemperate langnage., Let me sug-
gest that the mover should consider the ad-
visableness of temperance in language as well
as of temperance in the use of aleoholie
liguor. T do not consider that this House
stands in nced of rehabilitation in any re-
speet.  As leader of the House, I am prond
of hon. members, proud of the fact that T
lead a House whose members conduct their
private affairs as they ought to do. I hope
bon. membera will not support the motion.
though T am sure it has been moved in all
good faith. I fail to see that any good object
will be served by earrying the motion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.40]: I agree
that the motion has been moved in the utmost
good faith; and T think the motlion is to the
credit of the mover, whatever we may think
of its practicableness. When notice of the
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motion was given, I did not think i$ would
be earried. On the ground of bonesty and
logic, however, and as a supperter of anti-shout-
ing, and also on the pleas of preventing waste
uand extravagance, I support the motion. I
consider, nevertheless, that there should be mo
half measures; if the bar is cut out, the re-
freshment room should be cut out, for the re-
freshment roonl shows a loss while the bar
shows a profit. Therefore I say, if we cut out
one, let us cut out the lot. T am not and never
have been a tectotaller, though I am not by
any means a drinker; so the c¢logsing of the
bar would inflict no great hardship on me,

Me, ANGELOQ (Gaseoyne) [5.43]: Although
the mover has the Premier and the clerk of
the weather agninst him, I support the motion
for the sake of consistency. During my elec-
tiou I was asked whether I was in favour lof
abolishing the sale of liquor in Parliament
Hounse, and I replied in the affirmative.

Mr. Lambert: You would get an awful
shock if the motion was carried.

Hon. P. Collier: Sn would the mover.

Mr. ANGELO: The leader of the Opposi-
tion might say thnt the rashness of youth
prompted me to make such a promise, but T
regret to say the reason was more important.
On the outskirts of the State, I am sorry to
say, there are constant and numerous Tumours
of the gross ill-usage of aleoholic liquor in
this Horse for a number of years.

Mr, O'Léghlen: Did those rumours help
von to win your election?

Mr. ANGELO: I am jpleased, after having
had the privilege of associating with members
for the iagt three months, to be able to pgo
back to my electors and tell them that those
rumours have not an atom of truth in them.
Unfortunately, -however, the rumours still ex-
ist; and, unless some drastic action is taken to
give them the lie direct, they will continue to
be promulgated throughout the length =amd
breadth of the State. Having made the pro-
mige, I shall stick to it. Another reason which
appeals to me i3 that advanced by the mover
—the reason of example. At present the Sov-
ereign of the British Empire and the King's
representative in this State are hoth setting
an example to the people.

Hon. W. U, Angwin: Are yon sure of that?

Mr. ANGELO: I think you, Mr. Speaker,
will bear me out. Tt would be ag well for Par-
liament also to set that example. I would sog-
gest to those in authority that in the event
of the motion not being carried, orders should
be issued for the clogsing of the bar when the
military authorities prehibit the sale of alco-
holie liquors in the City. All through the City
we hear it said that when the hotels and elubs
are cloged by military direction members of
Parliament can come up here and get a drink.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantie) [5.46]: T had not intended to speak
on the motion, because as a total abstainer
T am ot very much affected hy it. How-
ever. some of the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Gascoyne have hrought me to myv
feet, The hon. member declared there were
certain rumours in the back country. Let
me ask “Why is it that sueh rumours are
spread?’’ Tt is because of motions such ag
this before the House. When motions of



oo

this kind are bronght in, people outside can
only conclude that there is something going
on up here which renders it necessary to
¢lose the bar. I have been here nearly 14
years now, and as a total abstainer I can
say that I have never seen anything in the
House that I was ashamed of.

The Minister for Works: Have yon ever
seen drunken men amongst members here?

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: T have seen
drunken men amongst members, but not in
this House. Members themselves are, to a
large extent, responsible for the abuse
nimed at them outside the House, Tt has
bLecome popular to-day in the Press, and
more particularly  among candidates for
Parliament at cleetion time, to point to the
alleged privileges provided for members of
Parliament. One hon. member drew atten-
tion to the loxury in which we live. I do
not think I have ever had in Parliament
llouse anything [ have not paid for. In my
opinion jt is the duty of every member to do
bis best to raise the reputation of Parlia-
ment House amongst the people. To-day it
is populir to say that a member of Parlia-
ment is a fool. I’erhaps some of them are.
I refer to those who have large businesses,
notwithstanding which they waste their
time here; because I know their duties here
must interfere with their businesses. There
is no donbt in wy mind when I piek up a
daily or weekly newspaper that the one ob-
ject of the Press is to belittle Parliament
and members of Parliament. No doubt this
continuons policy has had some effect, at
least on the people in the back country. Al
though a total abstainer, T am not one of
those who try to force the temperance rae-
ket down everybody 's throat. T believe that
if men would abstain from drink it would
be better for them. The Premier says he is
better with it, but I have my doubts about
that. 1f one wishes to show an example,
let it be the personal example. I can never
understand the man who publically protests
against the uwse of intoxieating liquor, while
keeping a little store in his own c¢upboard ot
honre. Liet such a man show his personal
example, and it will have a far greater effect
than the closing of public bars. The Press
that to-day so frequently refers to the lux-
uries of Parliament will turn round next
week and jibe at us if we close the bar.
Would we not deserve to be condemned if
we voted for a motion such as this? Tt
would be a confession that the bar at Par-
liament House has been detrimental to the
carrying on of the business of the country.
The hon. member used that as an argument.
He said we were brought here to carry en
the husiness of the country. Are we gging
to admit that we are not capable of doing
so. becanse we have not sufficient will power
to keep away from the bar? Although a
total abstainer, I refuse to vote for a mo-
tion that would lower the dignity of the
House.

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) [5.53]: 1
do not think the motion is intended as a
killjoy. 1 was pleased to hear the mover
sav that it did not imply any reflection on
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members. It it did 1 could not support it,
because since I have been here I have seen
nothing in the bar te which any man eould
take exception; in fact everything has
pointed to a commendable temperance on the
part of members. But there is a greater
issue at stake. On every hand we hear the
cry for increased efficiency and the elimina-
tion of waste. We Lknow that the liguor
tralfic is responsible for exceeding great
waste. [t is responsible in a measure for the
troubles and perplexities of Colonial Treas-
urers, We lave a defieit approaching one
million per annum, whilst our liquor traffic
conswmes £2,500,000 per annum,

The SPEAKER: 1 de not think the hon.
member is quite in order in diseussing the
whole of the liquor traffic of the State under
this motion,

Mr. ROCKE: [ think the object of the
mover of the motion was to set an example.
1 belicve that representative men should set
an example. If it is right for us to urge
efficiency and the elimination of waste—
everybody has agreed that alcololie liquor
taken in quantitics rvesnits in inefficiency-—
we might, T think, support the motion and
show that we are willing to make some
sacrifice.  The Premier has pointed out that
it is a sacrifice for » man to give up alee-
holie beverages,

Mr., Green: YWhat sacrifice are you making?

Mr. BOCKE: None at all in that line. 1
never knew any benefit from it. Tt has been
said by the member for York (Mr, Griffiths)
that the profits from the bar here make it
possible for members to have meals at o re-
duced cost. Tf this is so T am quite willing
to do without my meals here, or to pay a
higher price for them. I counld not consent
to having the bar kept open just for the saké
of providing cheap meals for me. T hope
hon. members will remember that the motion
is not a rcflection on the Hounse, hut is
merely an attempt to improve existing af-
fairs and bring them towards a higher state
of perfection.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.58]: All
members recognise that the member for
Claremont (Mr. Stewart) was prompted by
the beat intentions in moving his motion,
but T fancy he lost sight of the faet that it
is doing members an injustice. I was much
struck by the support given to the motion
by the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo).
He said that rumours had been going about
his eleetorate to the effect that excessive
drinking went on at Parliament House, and
he said he wouid be pleased to go back and
assure his constituents that it was not so.
The idea of a North-West member going
back to his constituents with such an assur-
ance would move the gods to mirth.

Mr. Hieckmott: He is opemr to back any
of his constituents to drink more than all
the members of Parliament put together.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon, mcmber’s con-
stitueney is the only oue in the State that
voted for increased liquor licenses. Consid-
ering that during the last 12 months the
liguor consumption of the State has fallen
by £700,000 I do not think we need trouble
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very much about that phase of the question.
I do not say that the member for Claremont
has nut a good intention; but to satisfy some
stupid public demand by moving in this
direction, to say the least of it, is indis-
c¢reet.  While I desire to see liquor reform,
I certainly resent the idea of outside orguni-
sations belittling Parliament and holding
Parliament up to ridicule, for intemperance
in Farliameni does not exist.

Me. VERYARD (Leederville} {6.2]: T do
not think it is neeessary to carry the motion
with a view of reforming members of the

House. That is not intended by the mover ot
the motion. I have hatl the pleasure of as-
soctation here for some years and I can

bear testimony to the good conduct of mem-
bers during iy association in the House. |
do not think the motion is intended to cast
auy reflection on the House. [t is purelv
with the object of sctling an example to the
people and [ think that ‘‘example is better
than precept.’’ Beeause of this, I have plea-
sure in supporting the motion. T am sorry
at the attitude taken by the Premier; it is
so different from the attitude of the Premier
of the Dominion of Canada, who said—

It is essential, and indeed vital, for the
efficient conduct of the war that wasteful
or unneccessary expenditure shonld be pro-
hibited. Tt is beyond ¢uestion that the use
of liguer affects adversely the realisation
of this purpose.

Me. Lambert: What ahbout the bowling
green? That is rather a waste at the present
time.

Mr. VERYARD: An immense amount of

meney is squandered in strong drink in this
State and [ think members might consider
the little sacrifice which they rcould make. [
do not believe in the use of stronmg drink in
any shape or form, but I know a large num-
ber of people who appreciate their whisky
and T have no right to find fault with swhat
they do, but at the present time T think we
might set an example to the public.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanming) [6.3]: As it
is said ‘‘example is better than preeept,”' 1
siould like to say the only reason I have for
supporting the motion is that we should set
an example to the rest of the State. In sup-
porting the motion T am not casting any re-
flection on members, but we know that Ii-
quor reform is desired by various sertions of
the community. Tf the only ohject the mem-
her for Claremont has in introducing this
motion is to reform, then T do not think it is
going to have much effect. T maintain that
there is a large number of people in the
State who are desirous of having liquor re-
form, and I think it would strengihen their
hands to a great extent if the Parliament of
Western Australin was to follow the example
of the Parliaments in the Fastern States and
not have liquor in the House. I say thag L
have never seen the bar abused in any shape
or form, but I support the motinn beeause, it
carried, it will be an example.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kancwna) {6.7]:
Evervone knows my feelings on the temper-
ance question and yet I cannot help re-
gretting that this motion has been brought
forward at the present juncture, because it is

tinkering with the temperance question a
placing a so-called reform in a wrong lig
1f we are to deal with a public evil, di
with it in a wholesale fashion, but to p
tend that the members of this Chamber :
more virtuous than the rest of the commuani
is to assume the role of the Pharisee; it is
pretend and not to he. [f members ¢
convinced of the uecessity of closing our &
because of the evil it is effecting, there ig
diveet way of doing it. Let every meml
resolve not to have a drink. The bar w
soon close itsclf. Let every member hims
set an example and not force his example
others. There is no nced for reforming sl
Chamber, and if there is no need for refo
why wmake a pretence of reform? Tlis
avcentuating an evil which has very mu
taken root, apparently, in Gascoyne.
would appear that members are the victi
of inebriety and that they cannot stand £
ward and eonduct the affaira of the counl
unless they are half full of tanglefoot. Ti
is a general impression and it is catered
by some new comers into the political arel
It is a cheap way of getting popularity
foul vour own umest. It is not part of t
duty of memhers to cater to calumnies.
am almost convineed that there are some
thnse who have spoken to-day in support
the motion who keep in their own cupboar
their whisky bottle, or their poison, or th:
beverage, and indulge in it when they
not here. There are those possibly w
do that. What hypoerisy! If they get
and drink it and then come here and st
It is wrong to drink; we will nof allow
in the refreshment room of the Assembly
it is pure humbug, If the bar in Parliame
ig closed, we way have men going ont for
drink when they should be in their se:
pervforming their duties. If members desi
to vlpse the bar they ean do so by not touc
ing the liquor, by not going to the bar. B
some members want to stand up pharisaical
and say, ‘“What great examples members
Parliament are; they are not allowed
tourh it.’* T cannot bhelieve in tackling
big subject in this pettifogging and pha
saical manner. The hon. member in hig ne
horn zeal on entering into the public life
this State believes he can pose honestly as
reformer by introducing a reforin where
savs it is not necded.

Sitting suspended from (.15 to 7.30 pm

Hon. T. WALKER: The snbjeet has he
fairly threshed out. I wished, by what T ha
already said, to explain my reasons for t
course I am taking. T trust the mover w
not run away with the idea that T have slae
ened in my zeal for the reformation of t
people ag to their bibulens habits. But n
contention is that the hon. member’s moti
rerves neither as example nor as precept n
as a reform in any sense. Tt will not by m
iota alter the habits already formed in ar
member of this Chamber. Tt will not preve
what the mover calls waste, but it may po
sibly lead to more waste—waste of tra
fares in order to get to Perth in order
quench a thirst acquired in ligtening to a h
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wmd fiery speech such as the mover dJelivered
:wo-night, I objeet to being a purty to a pre-
;enee, to playing to the gallery, to encourag-
mg that attitude of thought towards recpre-
sentatives of this Chamber which is becoming
iltogether too cheap dnd popular. I object
;0 advertising to the world that there is need
for reform here when it is admitted that
there is no such need. If the hon. member
:omes along with a genoine attempt to lessen
‘he drinking habits of the community, to re-
form individuals tending towards indulgence
n intoxieants, to attack the evil boldly and
m a wholesale fashion, I shall be with him.
But on this pharisaical motion, which is not
worth the paper it is written on. I cannot
stand by him.

Mr. PICEKERTNG (Sussex) [7.36]:  This
motion being relevant to temperance, on
which question we all onght to take a stand,
wd on which my attitude, 1 feel, is being
vatched by many of my electors, T must de-
‘lare myself. 1 agree with the member for
{anewna that it lies in the power of
wwery member to make himself an exanple
m this respeet of temperance, Every mem-
ber can adopt that course, and thereby close
lown the bar of the House. Were the
motion one for putting a referendum on the
liqguor question before the country, [ shonld
be prepared to support the wmember for Clare-
mont; because I said on the platform that [
supported a referendum on that guestion. But
[ am going to record my vote against this
motion, which 1 consider merely tinkers with
the question,

Mr. STEWART (Claremont—in reply)
f7.38] : T expected the bulk of the objee-
tions to my motion would ceatre round the
fact that the motion does not represent a
arge measure of lignor reform, I made
it perfectly clear that I did not set ont either
with the objeet of touching liquor reform at
all, or with any purpose of rceommending te
hon. members any reform in their own per-
sons. The carrying of the motion will leave
to members the complete direction and con-
trol of their own tastes and habits as regards
aleoholic liquer. T did intentionally refrain
from indieating on which side of the liguor
question I myselt stood. In consequence, it
was assumed in various quarters that I am a
total abstainer. Perhaps that assumption re-
presented an instanee of the wish being
father to the thought, the wish being that
this motion should be introduced by one who
belonged to the temperance party. In mat-
ters of liquor reform T have always allowed
myself to take a broad view. I regret that
my aetion to-day has bheen spoken of as
savouring of pharisaism, or of playing to
the gallery, For my part, T have always re-
frained from reading into men’s minds mo-
tives which may be very distant from their
thoughts. At the general election T fought
the questions of anti-shouting and liqnor re-
form tooth and nail, and opposed the so-
called measures of reform which were very
much in evidence at that time. But I do not
consider myself bound by my attitude at the
general election to refrain from bringing for-
ward a motion such as this, which is the
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outcome, in a sense, of a tfeeling of rescot-
ment against the Governmeunt for having
demanded that the people should show them
how to effect ceonomies. This motion pro-
poses a policy of cconomy through the elim-
ination of waste. The suving I contemplate
is not the actual saving in this House; it is
the economy which will follow as n result
of the example which the House will set to
the conntry by carrying the motion. There
are many men not on the temperance plat-
form who openly declare that euormous
waste prevails owing to the undue consump-
tion of alcoholic liquor. T know that the
satne opinion is held by the manufacturcrs
of alecoholic liquor, who all desire a sober
community. So much for the pretence of
tinukering with the subject of liquor reform.
Hon. members who speak 8o voluminously as
to the side they will tnke when & big meas-
ure of liquor reform comes along, might well,
on this motion, do somcthing to justify the
confidenee of their electors, instead of being
content te make declarations that they will
support so and so and such and such. That
is where, to my mind, a charge of pharisaism
would lie more legitimately than one directed
against myself, I am only sorry for the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), who will
return to his electors giving us all an excel-
lent testimonial. For that, I am sure. the
House will feel wvery grateful. With those
who desire to see the Government set an cx-
ample of cconomy I am taking this action be-
¢ause 1 believe it to be one which the Gov-
ernmment and Parliament c¢an well tackle. 1
appreciate the temperate manner in which
hon. members have debated the motion, and
[ assure them again that there is nothing of
a personal character whatever ahout it.

Question put and a division taken with the
following resunit:—

Ayes .. .. .. 8
Noes . .. .. 35
Majority against .. 27
AYES,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Rocke Mr. Griffithe
Mr. Smith {Tetler.y
Mr. Stewar
Nozs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Brown AMr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr, Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Davies Mr. Plekerlng
Mr. Draper Me., Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Plikington
Me. Gardiner Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. R. T. Robloson
Mt, Green Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hudsop Mr. Underweod
Mr. Jones Mr, Welker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. L.ciroy Mr. Willmott
Mr, Lutey Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Peller)
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{fuestion thus negatived.
1
i

"BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM LEGTS-
LATIVE COUNCIL.
1. Local Option Continuance,
2. Broome Loeal Court Admiralty
diction.
Without Amendment.

Juris-

RABRBIT PEST SELECT COMMITTEE.

Message rcecived from the Council stating
that permission had been given to the Hon, Sir
E. H. Wittenoom to give evidence before the
seleet commitiee of the Legislative Assem-
bly to inquire into the system adopted for
combating the rabbit pest.

Resolved that motions be continued.

PAPERS—OBSERVATORY, TRANSFER
TO UNIVERSITY.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [7.50]: 1

move—

““That all papers relating to the proposed
transfer of the Observatory to the Univer-
sity be laid upon the Table of the House.'’

‘This is a matter which affects the interests of
some of my constituents, and it is also a mat-
ter which affects the public of the State. Hon.
members will recolleet that some correspond-
ence was published in the newspapers in con-
nection with the intention to transfer the Ob-
servatory to the University. I do not for one
moment say whether that would be a good
thing or not; I reserve to myself the right to
discuss the matter on its merits when it comes
before the House. So far as my recollection
goes, as a member of the Senate, no proposal
has ever been made by the Senate, or with the
authority of the Senate, that the Observatory
ghonld be transferred to it. By some means
or other, T do not know how, a proposal was
received by the Government, but upon that,
so far ag I can ascertain, the Government have
not acted. The Premier has kindly allowed
me to peruse the file in connection with this
matter of the suggested transfer. If it were
a question of economy in the long run the
transfer might be justified, but on the other
hand, viewed from the scientific point of view
—TI am not giving my own opinion, which
would not he worth anything—the transfer
would be detrimental to the acientific work of
the Obscrvatory. Therefore, when the mat-
ter comes before the House, hon. members
will have to consider to what extent the value
of the work which has been done by the Ob-
servatory will be affected if the institution
is transferred to the University, If the Pre-
mier will assure me that the Government will
not sanction the transfer of the Observatory
to the Unirersity without giving Parliament
an opportunity of diseussing the matter, T
shall be perfectly satisfied. It is certainly a
matter which the Houge should discuss. Ae-
cording to reports also, it is doubtful whether
the University can take over the work of the
Observatory and perform it in a thoroughly
efficient manner. Howerver, there is no need
to go into that question just now; all T require

is the assurance wiich L bave asked for frc
the Premier.

The PREMIER (Hon, H. B. Lefroy—Moor
|7.56): L can assure the houn. member that tt
quesrion has never heen seriously eonsider
by the Goverument up to the present tiu
There has been a considerable amount of ¢
partmental correspondence, but nothing h
been heard of the matter for the past &
months. The vorrespondence dealt with the a
visability or otherwise of the transfer, a
it only got to a certain stage in Novemb
last, and there the matter remained. I ha
heard nothing more about it since and aeith
have the Government. The question therefo
remains in statu quo. Lt is one of those quec
tions which I think the House should exzpre
an opinion en. The change would be an i
portant one. The Observatory has been u
der certain control for a number of years, ai
Parliament ought to be allowed to express :
opinion on the subject. [ can give the he
member an assurance that the Government w
not finally agree to any transfer until ¢
question has been Dbrought before this Hou
and discussed, Some people think we might
without an Observatory altogether, but that
not the question at the present time, The Ge
ernment have no intention of making
transefr without eonsulting Parliament, and
can give the hon, member the assurance he h
asked for.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Frema
tlie) [8.0]: I might remind hon. members th
a previons Parliament decided that the O
servatory siould be closed down, seeing th:
the Commonwealth would not take it over.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Mini
ter}): That has been decided two or thr
times.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The last time sas,
think, in 1915, Un that oceasion it was mowv«
by a member of the Opposition. I think
would be far better if that decision were giv
effcet to.  Just at present the State cann
afford to pay for the maintenance of an insi
tution engaged in photographing the stars,
work beneficial, perhaps, to the scientists
the world, but not of much advantage to An
tralia.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mini
ter): Preparing a chart which will not |
finished for 1,000 years.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Observato
is handed over to the University, no doubt tl
University will want additional funds to mai;
tain it

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Mini
ter): Certainly nothing at all will he saved t
handing it over to the University.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: For years past a
tempts have been made to induce the Con
monwealth to take over the Observatory. T}
Commonwealth Government must be of opinic
that the work being done by the Obsecrvator
is useless to Australia. If that is so, clear
it ecannot be of any great bencfit to Wester
Australia. Why, then, should this State coi
tinue paying for the maintenance of the Ol
servatory, when the work it is doing is n¢
of much good, even to Australia? The Mater:
logical Department has beea taken over by t}
Commonwealth, and I think z further attem
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honld be made to induce the Commonwealth
o0 take over the Observatory. Alternately, we
hould clese it down altogether, because we can
10 longer afford to pay for it.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth—in reply)
‘8.2]: I think that perbaps the observations
»f the member for North-East Fremantle are
» little wide of my mark. Undoubtedly they
vill be very pertinent when the question of the
Jbservatory Vote ou the Estimates comes be-
fore us, Certainly it is a matter about which
v greal deal can he said. Personally, I am
juite prepared to aceept the assurance given
oy the Premier, and with the leave of the
House I will withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

MOTION—REPATRIATION, RIVERTON
ESTATE.
My, TEESDALE (Roebourne) ([8.3]: My
notion reads—

‘“That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the offer made by the owners
of the Riverton Estate to give an area of
sixty acres in the estate to the Government
for the purpose of repatriation, be
accepted.’’

A Jittle confusion has erept in in respect of
:he wording of the wmotion, and I ask you,
3ir, for sympathy if T do not adhere strictly
0 the terma of the motion as printed on the
Notice Paper. If it should so oeceur, I trust
roun will not apply those hard and fast rules
»f procedure as strictly as you would do in
ither cases, for this is a matter of very great
mportance, Also, T should apologise to the
House for taking up time, as 1 am jealons of
my interference with the consideration of the
Estimates. My apology shall be based on the
mportance of the motion. T trust members
will give me a little attention while I make
she position clear. When I am finished I think
hat possibly mewmbers will agree that it is
1 question of pressing importance. I ask those
nembers who have taken an interest in the
dlock of land known as Riverton Estate, as a
leld for repatriation purposes, to temporarily
jivest their minds of any conclusions they may
1ave come to as to the quality or value of this
and. It will be necessary that they do that,
n order that they mav attach due weight to
‘he letters T shall read to the House, The first
etter is addressed to Lieutenant A. T. Wil
iams and dated 5th February, 1918, Tt reads
15 follows:—

Re land at Riverton. T have to acknow-
ledge receipt of your letter of the 30th
January, 1918, and I have the honour fo
inform you that this company is prepared
to hand you certificate of title of blocks Noa.
1170 and 1185 of the Riverton Estate, when
certificate of title for these blocks are applied
for by you. (Signed) J. F. Mnullen, Chajr-
man.

Folowing on that letter we have this, dated
3th February, from the Department of Tndus.
‘ries to Lieutenant A. T. Williams, as fol-
lows :—

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 31st Janu-
ary reached me on the 4th inst. In reply I
may say I have already passed your appli-
eation along to Cabinet for eensideration.
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The difficulty is, as you know, that the Gov-
ernment experts turned this land down. I[n
submitting your request to Cabinet, T will

of course have to he guided by their decision.
One of the questions involved is, apart from
individual assistance, how are you going to
get on without a road, and where is the
monegy to come from to make it? Yours
faithfully, (signed) R. T. Robinson, Minis-
ter for Industries.

Then, under date 11th February, we have this
letter from Lieutenant Williams to the Miiis-
ter for Lands, Perth:—

Dear 8Sir,—In reference to our conversa-
tion this morning, I have the honour to in-
form you on behalf of Messrs., Gaynor, Staf-
fard, Main, Simpson, and myself, that we
are willing to contribute £10 each towards
the construction of the road to our land.
The length of the road required is ahout 75
chains from the end of the road to Mr,
Riley’s gate. T have been informed hy Mr.
Riley, chairman of the Jandakot roads
beard, that they have a sam of £110 =al-
ready in band, of which £50 is settlers’
money, towards the making of this road.
With our contribution, there will be £160
available for the work,

The last letter T have ig from the Department
of Lands and Surveys to Lieut. Williams, under
date 13th February, as follows:—

With further reference to your application
on behalf of Messrs. Gaynor, Stafford, Main,
Simpson, and yourself for assistance to settle
nnder the returned soldiers’ scheme on cer-
tain blocks of land in the Riverton estate, I
am instrueted by the Minister for Lands to
inform you that this matter has received
very eareful consideration from the Govern-
ment, and that it has been decided as fol-
lows:—(a} The Government to purchase the
land, approximately 68 acres, from the Riv-
erton estate at £4 per acre. (b) The pur-
chase money to be applied to the construe-
tion of the road necessary to give access to
the blocks, the balance of the money, say
£500, required to complete the road, to be
found by the roads board, and Riverton es.
tate, otnerwise the land not to be purchaged.
(e) The five returned soldiers to receive as-
sistance in the ordinary way to an amount
not exceeding the sum of £500. (d) No con-
tribution by the soldiers, as suggested, by
you towards the construction of the road to
be made. (e) The returned soldiers to pur-
chage the land on the usuval terms. I am,
your very ohedient servant, (sgd.) John
Camm, for Under Seeretary for Lands.

I think T have made it clear mow that these
men had given to them, without conditions, the
fee simple of 68 acres of land. No mention
was made of n road; there were no stipulations
whatever in the free gift that the owners of
Riverton made to these returned soldiers. I do
not wish to-night to go into the guestion of
whether this land iz of value, or whether the
68 acres selected i3 the best of the entire
block. The fact remains that these men were
given this block of land, and that they asked
the Minister in charge of repatriation to give
them the help which they had been led to be-
Heve the Government were prepared to give
them. TInstead of receiving that assistance,
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they have been confronted with the difficulty of
having to build a road to their land, or go
without the land. It is very clear that these
men are not likely to take on this big indebt-
edness for & start.

The Premier: They are not asked to spend
any money on a road.

Mr. TEESDPALE: They may not he asked
to spend any money, but the company that pre-
sented them with the land in the first instance
have been told that their scheme will not be
approved, and that, as an alternative scheme,
the Government will purchase the land at £4
per acre, the identical Jand offered to the sol-
diers for nothing. We are asked to buy back
our own land, and the Government propose to
devote this money, 68 acres at £4 per aere, to
the part construction of this read. No one has
asked for this rond. These men got so tired of
beating wp against this wall of officialdom—I
do not wish to reflect on the Minister, bt I do
think there has been a lack of consideration
shown these men—they were so discouraged
with the one hundred and one obstacles placed
in the way of this scheme of theirs, that they
derided to pay £10 each to help along this road.
T consider that was a splendid offer from men
who have been away to fight, and have come
back here with a few pounds towards starting
some little avocation of their own. And the
Government have seen fit to refuse this offer,
They say in this letter of the 13th Pebruary
that unless this money is applied to the eon-
struction of the road necessary to give nccess
to the block of land, the land will not be pur-
chased. They also say that this £10 that each
man has agreed to contribute, will not be re-
ceived. T am an outsider in the matter. T do
not know the promoters of the Riverton Es-
tate, but I know that these refurned men have
heen walking the streets of FPerth for weeks
and weeks, and that they are now praetically
despordent about the way iz which they have
been treated. Whether it has been intentional
or not it i3 not for me to say; the Minister
ghould know. But it is clear that there is some-
thing radically wrong when these men have to
be continually going backwards and forwards
to the departmental officials about a little
matter like this. These men are quite prepared
to take up this block withont the advantage of
a road; they are prepared to taeckle it to-
morrow, They are not Hay-street soldiers, but
fine, strapping, virile men, well accustomed to
the wielding of the axe. They are not namby
pamby soldiers; T have seen them pergonally.
They are rattling good men, the very sort of
men we require to keep here. Already there is
a section of returned men here 8o disappointed
at the treatment they have received at the
hands of officials that they propose to appeal
to the Government of Queenstand, beeanse
their own Goveroment have practically—I
won’t say denied them econsideration and sym-
pathy, although such a phrase would almost be
justified. These men should be sympathised
with., Hon. members all admit that these men
deserve our sympathy. They have been away
to fight for us. They have enabled us to sit
bere in comfort and security to-might. If it
were not for these men the Estimates wonld
not be troabling us; the only Estimates we
would be likely to be considering would be es-
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timates concerning the payment of the
indemnity levied upon us by Germany,
[ ask hon. members to support me in giving
these men some satisfactory answer to their
weeks of padding up and down the streets
and dancing attendance upon Ministers.
These are men who have had experience,
One of them has had 23 years’ experience
in this State, and another has bheen through
four campaigns. I see from their discharges
that they arc men of first-class character.
1 have made personal inquiries concerning
them, and am confident that the more one
inquires about them the more one tan be
satisfied that they are the kind of men we
want to settle upon our lands. T have the
personal assurance of Jr. Camm, the repat-
riation officer, who was sent out to inspect
the block by the Government, that this is
firgt-class land, and that he was surprised

Hon. I E. 3. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): What is that?

Mr. TEESDALE: I have had the personal
assurance of Mr. Camm that this is first-
¢lags land, and he nlso told the applicants
in mv presence that this was so, Further-
more, he wiaa surprised to see the quality of
the land. as instanced by the properties of
Messrs, Riley and Metealf Bros. adjoining.

There is some consideration due to these
men who gave up luerative positions and
went to the Front to do their duty. They

have done their dwnty and have returned,
aud now agk the Minister for that considera-
tion that they have been led to believe is
to be given to them, by means of the money
colleeted from the publiec to aid such men
in getting back into either their old callings
or some other occupation. All they ask ig
to be helped by loans from time to time to
enable them te huild their homes in the
eonntry, or wherever they can select land,
or to get some occupation which is remuncr-
ative and not too heavy for their state of
health.

Mr. Draper: Do they ask for this partien-
lar land?

Mr. TEESDALE: This land was selected
by them five or six wecks ago. They have
a Tull knowledge of the block and are sat-
isfied from personal tests and from Mr,
Camm’s inspection that it is a good block.
T have scen nnmhers of holes that have been
sunk in this particular block, and can vouch
for there being humius and loam there and
cverything else necessary to make a satis-
factory garden area, provided that it re-
eeives the necessary attention, which I
think these men will give to it.. They have
shown that they are men of solid parts by
their having stuck to this matter for over
cight weeks. They are not even now dis-
couraged, althongh they lLave had to bring
their grievance before the House in this
manner.

Mer, Pickering: Where is this hlock?

AMr. TEESDALE: Tt is ronghly about half
an hour's drive from Perth.

Mr. Pickering: Do von refer to the swamp
portion of the land?

Mr. TEESDALE: The ground is perfectly
dry. Tt may, however, be said to be moist
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although it is not swamp land. It is situ-
ated on the rise. This is ground into which
one ¢an plunge an arm up to the elbow in
loam if one desires to do so. Tt is eertainly
rot wet ground, hut it is perfectly suitable
for growing certain produce. Ounly a wire
fence separates the ground from the adjoin-
ing property, on which the owner has had
six crops of rhubarb in one season. He has
averaged a price of 314d. per lb. for some
tons of this vegetable, and has had as high
ag Gd. per 1b. for it. 1 do not wish it to he
thought that this land is only sunitable for
rhubarh. T have scen some of the finest
strawberries and pears that one could wish
to set eves upon growing upoen it. Tt can
grow fruit and strawberries and also good
potatoes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The strawberries are
very good,

Mr. TEESDALE: These menr are quite
satisfied with the produce which they have
seen growing on the other side of the wire
fence. T will leave it to hon. members’ in-
telligence to judge as te whether ground can
alter so materially when only a Wwire fence
divides it from another block, For fear that
there should be any doubt in the minds of
houn. members as to the value of the ground,
I repeat that Mr. Camm in my presence said
he was surprised at the good quality of the
land, and took the trouble to walk over the
whole of the 68 acres, in fact, he took far
more trouble than I expected he would take.

Mr. Pickering: TIs the land of uniform
quality ¢

Mr. TEESDALE: It is of very uniform
quality so far as I can judge, and Mr. Camm
remarked to me that it appeared to be very
fize soil. He had a man on the ground with
a spade, who dug a hole wherever Mr. Camm
desired, and he never once faulted any hole.
I ask hon. members to support me in this
motion, because I have heard many of them
from time to time speak with enthusiasm
upon the repatriation sehemes which have
been proposed. I also ask them in this in.
stance to remember the speeches they have
made, and to say whether I have not given
them a ease which appeals to their sympa-
thies with regard to the applicants T have
mentioned. These men only desire fair play.
They have no particular grievance. They
have not made any fuss, but have just sat
back and depended upon the officials to do
their business to the end that the result they so
earnestly desire may be brought abouf, They
have not been making themselves objection-
able. They only said to me that they were
tired of going through the ordinary channels,
and asked me to bring this matter before the
House to see if some satisfaction could not
be given to them, and finality
They have walked the
and their money has been expended. They
came back to this country with only a
small capital. Are we going to see these
men walk the streets until they are footsore?
I am not speaking bitterly, but am trying to
explain to the Hounge that these men are
reaching the end of their resources. They
are becoming irritated, and we cannot afford
to irritate them. They have done their share,

reached.
streets of Perth
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and lhave belped us, and enabled us to be
here to-uight. All that they ask is juatice
and decent treatment, I ask the Minister
for repatriation to waive tbese hard and fast
rules, and for once te give these men the
satisfaction they want, so that they can go
upon this block to-morow morning, without
having to expend a single farthing. A

that they will agsk for is for a little money
to provide for upkeep, fencing, and the fell-
ing of timber. That is all they will want at
the hands of the Minister. They desire the
same facilities which have been given at Os-
borne Park and other parts of the 3iate in
which people have taken up blocks. They
only require loans from time to time to en-
able them to build homes, and become con-
tributors to the revenue of the coumntry. At
the same time they will be only too pleased
to be able to suppert themselves and clear
themselves of debt. I hope that members
will join with me in an efforf to prevail upon
the Minister to do something in the matter.
[ have, therefore, much pleasure in moving--

“!That in the opinion of this House the
applications for agsistance from funda at
the disposal of the Government made by
certain returned soldiers desirous of set-
tling on certain blocks of land granted to
them by the owners of the Riverton estafe,
ghould be approved by the Minister in charge
of repatriation without delay'’——o
Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): What is this; it is not the motion oun
the Notice Paper?

Mr, TEESDALE: I am rather surprised at
the HWonorary Minister beginning to indulge
in pinpricks regarding the substitution of
the word f¢Government’’ for the word ‘‘pro-
prietors.”’ Tf this is an example of the atti-
tude that he intends to adopt in regard to
my motion to-night, I must say it augurs
very baidly for the snceess of my endea-
vours,

Mr. Green: You are beginning to find him
ont, are yout

Mr. TEESDALE: May I not move an
amendment to the motion on the Notice Papert

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
move the motion as it stands on the Notice
Paper,

Mr. TEESDALE: I should like this matter
to go befare the public in its proper form.

Hon. P, Collier: You ean get another hon.
member to move an amendment.

Mr. TEESDALE;: Very well. T have much
pleagure in moving the motion standing in my
name.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.24]:
cond the motion, pro forma.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [8.25]: I
move an amendment—

That all the words after ‘“that’ in the
second line he struck out and the following
added:— “The applications for assistance
from funds at the disposal of the Govern-
ment made by certain retorned soldiers de-
sirous of settling on certain blocks of land
granted to them by the ownera of the River-
ton estate, should he approved by the Min-
ister in charge of repatriation without de-
lay; the officer dealing with repatriation
having inspected the land and having de-

I se-
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clared that the blovks form ample security
for the amount advanceable under the Com-
monwealth Repatriation Aet,??
1 move this amendment in order to facili-
tate the discussion on the really wurgent
matter, which the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale) has brought before the
House. Tf these returned soldiers are de-
girous of settling om blocks of lund which
have been granted to them by the owners of
the Riverton estate, and the value of that
land for the purpose of sceurity has been
approved by the Government officer, surely
the House does not require to go any fur-
ther than to grant their request, These
people are satisfied with the land, and the
Government officer is apparently satisfied
with it, They desire to settle on this place
and make it their home, and under these eir-
cumstances, there should be no red tapeism in
the way which would prevent the appliea-
tion being promptly granted. These re-
turned soldiers are ready and willing to go
on the land at onece, and [ feel sure that
members of this House will facilitate the
matter and cnable them to get to work,
There may be something to be said which
contradicts some of the faets I have men-
tioned. T merely give this to hon. members
from hearsay. I fel confident that the mat-
ter, which bas been brought forward by the
member for Roebourne, and the real motion
which he is bringing before the House is
through my mouth, is at any rate one worthy
of the utmost consideration. ]

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [8.30]: !
secondl the amendment,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) |8.31} T com-
sider this is the introduetion of the guestion
of repatriation. There are several questions
which have been brought before the House,
and T say it is time we had a case like this
presented to us so as to realise how serious is
this matter. On the Address-in-reply T stated
that I saw certain land on the Riverton estate
which T considered unsnitable for repatriation
purposes, but T said the land shown to me was
represented as the worst on the estate, and
that £ had not seen any of the swamp country.

Mr, SPEAKER: Hag the hon. member seen
the GO acres?

Mr. PICKERING: No.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the only portion of
the Riverton estate under discugsion now.

Mr. PTICKERING: 1 eannot speak of the
60 acres, but T know the papers have heen
placed on the Table of the House dealing with
the Riverton estate in which are reports by
officers of the Lands Department relating to the
lands in the estate and the 60 acres referred
to must have been included in that report.

Hon. P. Collier: The report placed on the
Table i3 one of econdemnation.

Mr. PICKERING: What is the position of
hon. members if we are to have placed on the
Table of the House a file by officials condemn-
ing the estate and then have brought under our
notice by a member of this House a remark
that a responsible Government officer has de-
nied the truth of the repeorts, and that it is
stated the land is of first elass quality.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The same thing apjliel
to Ogborne.
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Mr. PICKERING: if this is the way the
Giovernment are going to proceed with the
scheme of repatriation, then the sooner we deal
with it in a proper manner, the better.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is net
in order in diseussing the question of repatria-
tion. ‘The G0 acres apparently have been re-
tused and this motion is to have it accepted.
T Mr. PICKERING: 1 go further and say as
an endorsement of the report of Mr. Camm
that the Government are prepared to buy the
land at the price of £4 per acre. Why they
want to buy the land when the land can be
given to these men is beyond my understand-
ing. | consider this is not a fair deal to men
who are asking to settle on this land. Tf we
find a company generous enough to give this
land, it seems presumptious on the part of the
Government to take away that right from these
men; to buy the land and charge the land up
to these men ont of their £500.

AMr. Thomson: Do they say they are to be
charged with it?

The Attorney General: Why not give the
Minister a chance of explaining?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
complete his remarks now. He has been speak-
ing for some little time.

Mr. PICKERING: 1n a letter submitted to
the House it is said that the land is not to be
purchased unless the money can be utilised for
the making of roads. That is one statement
there, and it seems to wme that it is the desire
of the Government not to settle men on the
lang, it to put every obatacle in their way.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense!

Mr. PICKERING: T have been an advecate
for a repatriation scheme for some years, and
1t 1s time that something was brought forward
yet it seems to me that every time the questim;
COMES Up some excuse is put in the way, either
the Commmonwealth Government are in fawlt
or the State Government cannot take any steps.
I say it is the duty of the Government when
there is an opportunity to settle men, to decide
definitely whether their officers are correct, to
say if the report of Mr. Camm is a correct one,

Mr. Teesdnle: Are you prepared to abide
by Mr. Camm’s report?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Which one?

Mr. PICKERIXNG : This on iv A
Teesdale. " 28 given by Mr.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister—Nelson) (8.35): T was exeeedingly
surprised when it was stated that Mr, Camm
had declared that this Jand is first class and
entirelv suitahls for the purpose of repatria-
tion. With the permission of the Houge I
will read Mr, Camm’s opinion of this land;
it is dated 22nd .Janvary, 1918. He says—

In view of the analyses, which would
seem to show that there is practically little
plant food in the soil T think that the
owners’ offer to allow the Government to
premit these returned soldiers to establish
them=elves there should also be refused, as
it would he difficult te justify any expen-
ditnre whatever in view of Mr, Mann’s re-
port. Tf yon approve of the offer being
tarned ddown, T will advise those interested.

Ton. P. Collier: Do you endorse that view?
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Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): 1 endorse the view of the gentle-
mcen who have inspected the estate as a whole.
1 want to say at once as far as the 60 acres go
that it has been offered to the men and I con-
sider it is the best land in that estate. [ go
further and will state that when Lieutenant
Williams and other men approached me to
kuow what the Government were prepared to
do regarding this land, I asked them this
question: if the Government are prepared to
assist you to the tune of £500 per man on
this 60 acres of land, are you prepared to state
definitely that you will net come on me in the
immediate future for a grant to build a road?
Did T get that assurance, Mr. Speaker? No,
1 did not get that assurance. They said of
course in the near future they would have to
have a road and I quite agree with them. If
those men are to have any chance of success,
then they must have a road to that country.
The Government made this offer: they would
purchase the land at £4 an acre conditionally
that with that purchase money they would
give facilitics for the building of 80 chains
of road, the company to put up an equal
amount and the roads bhoard te put up an
equal amount, These men, had that pffer been
necepted, would have immediately been placed

~on the land and could have drawn on their
advance of £300 per man. That is the true

position.

AMr. Teesdale: The conditions are impos-
sible.

Hon, F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Houorary
Ministery: They are not impossible. I ask

hon, members heve, who is going to benefit
by it¥

Hon. P, Collier:
paid a farthing.

Hon. F, E, 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): No, there are no outside settlers
because the land belongs to the Riverton es-
tate. The estate will benefit enormously by
the settlement of these men on the 60 acres
and the building of one nile of road.

Mr. Teesdale: They never asked for it.

The outsiders who never

Hon. 1. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): T have stated that these men did
ask for it. They asked me who is going to

bencfit by the road. If these settlers were
the only people, they would be perfectly jus-
tified in coming to us and asking for full
assistance, The owners of the estate are going
to benefit to a large extent by these people
settling on the 60 acres, and they have £500
per man. Will they not benefit, is it not up
to them to put their hands into their pockets
and pay something towards the road?

Mr, Green: [s not the grant of land itself
worth something?

Hor. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister}: The grant of land is worth what
the Government have offered, in my opinion,
£4 an acre.

Hon, P, Collier: That is the worthless Jand.

Hon. . E, 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): T suid it is the best of the 2,000
aeres.

Hon. P. Collier: Nevertheless it is worth-
less,

Hon. F. F. 8. WTLLMOTT (Heaorary

Minister}: 71t is valued by the company at
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the small amount of £1,350, that is what they
value the land at,

Hon. P. Collier: That is the whole estate.

Hou. M. 5. 8., WILLMOTT {ltonvinr,
Minister): XNao, the G0 acres.

1lon. P. Cellier: Who valued it!?

Houn., . K. 8. WILLMOTT (Monorary
Minister): The chairman, Mr. Mullen, valued
it bimself at £1,350. The Government value
it at £4 an aere, [ am afraid L shall have to
weary the House a little by going back a
little, to show what an extraprdinary position
has come about. The estimated cost ot huibi-
ing the road is £800. There is this about the
whole husiness, and it is just us well the
House shall be seized of the facts. The
company wiio own the estate have been push,
prush, push for the last 14 months,

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member is out-
side the wotion and smendment morve than the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) was,

on. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I take it that 1 have to lead up
to the matter. We have been accused of hav-
ing no sympathy with the men, and of placing
all sorts ot ohstucles in their way., Every
effort has been made to try and settle the men;
we have to save them against themselves.
It is our duty to see that they are settled
and to give them the advance of £500 each,
but they must have a chance of making good.
Nobody is more sympathetic towards thesc
men than 1 have been. ‘They have Leen de-
seribed as fine men by the hon. member for
Roebourne {lr, Teesdale}, able-bodied, strong
men. I want to say that every ‘man yet who
has heen discharged as a returned soldier has
heen discharged because he is net physically
fit to go hack to fhe 'Front. [ say in all sin-
cerity that anvone who takes on this land ean
take it on for one purpovec ouly—market gar-
dening. Ts there anyone here who knows what
the life of a market gardener is? Tf go, he
will agree with me when T say "it is a very
strenuous life of toil, Market gardeners have
competition on all :ides of them; they have
even to compete with Chinamen. The compe-
tition is sueh that, in order to muke good,
market gardeners must work early and late.
I inspected the Riverton ecstate, and had a
long talk with these men; and T was propared
to deal with the men sympathetically, and to
help them in every possible way., But I am
not prepared to see the company who own the
Riverton cstate make a profit for themaselves
aml gain kudos to which they are not en-
titled.

Mr. Thommson:  Posing as patriots, while
they are nothing of the sort.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {(Honorary
Minister}: A genuine offer was made to the
company, If they were really anxious to
assist these roturned soldiers to settle on the
estate, they would not have turned down the
Government’s offer in the conteinptuous man-.
ner they did. The matter was still open for
negotiation, and could have been discusserd,
But no; the ecompany turned down the offer,
and treated the Government to a eontempinous
letter. That offer of G0 acres was not made
till the 15th January. To hear hob. members
who have precedled me, one would think that
the offer of 60 aeres was mnade months ago,
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years ago. It was, in fact, made on the 153th
January.

Mr. Teesdale:
the big bloek.

Hou. P. Collier: What was the date of the
Government's offer to pay £¢ per acre?

Hon. ¥F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): The 16th February.

Hon. W. ', Angwin: The matter had been
oing on for months.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Hounorary Min-
ister) : Certainly, the whole question had been-
But T tanke it | would be outside the motion
and the amendwment in dealing with the ques-
tion of the purchase of the whole estate.
The purchase of the whole estate was being
negotiated for 14 manths, and was definitely
turned down hy the Minister for Lands 12
menths ago. But still the company, unwear-
e, returned to the charge.

AMr. Tecsdale: The company. or the men?

Yes, the 60 acres; but not

Hon. F. I & WILLMOTT ({Honorary
Minister): The company, FEvery time the
company.

Hen. P. Collier: The ovwners of the Os-

borne estate were turned down, too, and they
teturned to the e¢harge successfully.

Hon. F¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Honorary
Minister): The statewent of the member for
Roebourne as to the statements of the rves-
ponsible officer for repatriation, Mr. Camm,
is very wide of the mark., The papers have
been lying on the Table of the House, and
hon. members have had an opportunity of
perusing them and of reading the remarks
above Mr. Cammn’s signature. T would be
an astounding thing that that officer should
have made those statements.

My, Teesdale: Omn that day, do not forget.

on, F. BE. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): [t is astounding to me; and, un-
til T lhave the matter corroborated by Mr.
Camm himself, T must form my own conclu-
sion as to the accuracy of the member for
Roebourne. [t hag heen stated that a peti-
tion was forwarded. That is so. A petition
was forwarded. but not as regards the 60
acres. With respect to the 60 acres, if those
men are prepared to go on the land, pre.
pared to aeccept the offer of the company—
it is not for the Government to accept the
offer, hut for the men—and if those men
are then prepared to mortgage the land in
order to obtain the advance of £500, all I
say is that the initiative lies with them.
But the question is, can they make a suee-
cess of it, if they have to pull their produce
for one mile through heavy sand? T say
they have absolutely no chanee of succeed-
ing. Tt would be cruel to put them on that
land under those conditions. T hope and
trust the House. in its mature deliberation,
will arrive at the conclusion that if those
nien are to be settled on those 60 acres and
are to obtain the assistance of £500—

Mr, Thomson: How many wmen could be
settlted there?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Five men. T say T hope it will be on
the condition that a road is put in and that
the owners of the Riverton estate pay their
fair propertion of the cost of the road.

Mr. Thomson: How many acres does th
whole estate contain?

Hon, F. E. §. WILLMOTT (Honorar
Minister): Two thousand acres. Hon. men
bers will see that the owners of the estat

will benefit by the mile of road put directl
into their property, which is now on th
market for sale. Has the property eve
been offered to anyone else in the metropol
tan areca, and has it beew turned down? 1
has been turned down time after time,

take it. Tn spite of that, however, since

consider the GO acres to be the best of th
property. I am prepared, on the condition
offered, to place the men on that land t«
morrow.

Me. Teesdale: They will go on.
antee that.

My, MUNSIE (Hannans) [8.52]: T wonl
not have spoken on this motion had it m
been for the astounding statenent made b
the HMonorary Minister (Mr. Willmott) jw
before he resumed his seat.

Hon. P. Collier: A most extruordinar
statement.

Mr. MUNSIE: To me it does seem strang
that the Minister should put to the owne
of the Riverton estate the condition tha
in addition to giving 60 acres of land for tt
purpose of repatriation, they must also gin
£400 in cash for the building of a road
that land.

Hon, P, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mi
ister): How do you make it £400?

Mr. MUNSIE: I take it that would t
about the company’s share.

The Minister for Works: Their share woul
come to about £260.

Mr, MUNSIE: Let us say £260, then, TI
Minister demands that the Riverton esta
people skould, in addition to giving 60 acr
of land, pay £260 eash before he, as a mer
ber of the Government, is prepared to tal
any steps towards the repatriation of th
five men who wish to make homes for then
selves in that locality.

The Minister for Works:
aprat to catch a mackerel

Mr. MUNSIE: The Honorary Minister
statement is astounding, seeing that the Pr
mier, in repiy to a question asked here son
little time ago, stated that the Governmers
had up to that date spent about £14,000 on t}
repatriation scheme, and that the largest po
tion of that money had been expended in sen
ing surveyors to Nornalup Inlet.

Hon. P. Collier: Eight thousand pouny
spent on surveyors,

Mr. MUNSTE: Another question asked we
answered by the Government to the effec
that in order to obtain access to the plac
where the Government propesed to plae
the reurned seldiers £200,000 would have 1
be expended on the construction of a rai
way. I fail to understand the logic or tl
reason of a Govermment who come forwar
with proposals of that description, Hovw
ever, after the demonstration pgiven la
night, nothing that Ministers in future ma
sav in this House will surprise me,

Mr. H. Robinson: There are settlers at No
nalup now.,

L gual

The offer is
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Mr, MUNSIE: I bhelieve there are three
settlers at Nornalup. The member for Nor-
tham (Hon. . Mitchell) said so, and said it
was a wonderful place.

Hon. P. Collier: Those three settlers got
:here 30 years ago, and bave not been able to
zet anay.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 have no particular objec-
ion to offer to the policy of the Government
£ they are poing to assist returned soldiers
n sending them to Nornalup. But what I am
»bjecting to is that while they want to send
eturned soldiers to a place which will demand
i expenditure of £2G0,000 in order to pro-
ride means of communieation, they refuse to
iettle men on an estate close to Perth unless
she company owning the estate, who uare pre-
yared to give the land, will also pay £260
wowards the cost of making a road.

The Minister for Works: The Government
tbject to being exploited by a land company.

Mr, MUNBIE: I know something of some ot
hese returned soldiers, and I can bear out
vhat the member for Roebourne has said with
‘egard to most of them, although I do not know
il the names read out by the hon. member, T
imow they are anxious and willing to try to
nake homes for themselves. [t has been said

hat the House should be very careful in earry-

ng such a motion as this, becanse the effect
night be to place the Government wnnder an
sbligation to the Riverton estate people. I do
wot regard the matter from that atandpoint
it all. Tf the Riverton estate people have been
rood enongh to select the best 60 acres in their
state—nas the Honorary Minister says—ifor the
wrpose of giving the land to these returned
oldiers te make homes for themselves, then
n future years the increase in the value of the
emainder of the land, which they are not
iifering to the Government, will recompense
hem, and the Government will then be under
1o obligation to the company.

The Minister for Works: But the trouble
wrrives when they come along for a road, as
hey will do.

Hon. W, . Angwin: Other people do the
ame.

Mr. MUNSIE: How long is it sinee the Gov-
roment have adopted that attitude? In faet,
wr friends opposite are the very people whose
solicy for the last six or seven years it has
)een to encourage people to settle right out
n the back blocks and then come to Parliament
ind agitate for a railway on the ground that
hey did settle in the back bloeks.

The Minister for Works: There it is a ecase
f Government land. TFHere it is a private
state,

Mr. MUNSIE: I am surprised at the report
ead by the Honorary Minister and at the
tatements made by the member for Roehourne.
n moving his motion the member for Roc-
rourne made certain statements, which, if the
eport as read by the Honorary Minister is
worrect, are altogether incorrect. If, on the
ither hand, the statements of the member for
loebourne are correct, the Government ought
o get rid of Mr. Camm to-morrow morning,
jecause he would not be a fit man to have in
hat position.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W. C, Angwin: You do not think the
member for Roebourne gave wrong informa-
tionf

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know who is giving
correet information.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: The member for Roe-
bourne said he had witnesses.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am positive that the nem-
her for Roebourne has not in any way attempted
to mislead members of this House. I am quite
sure of that. I am certain the hon. member
hasg said what he honestly believes to he trne,

Mr. Teesdale: [ knew it to he true.

Mr MUXNSIE: If that is the case, if that
officer made those statements to the member
for Rochottrne before witnesses, and if that
ofticer then put in the typewritten report to
the Government as read Dby the Minister, T
say that so far as the repatriation of soldiers
is concernedl, either in connection with the
Riverton estate or any other estate in this
country, we shall never do any good until Mr,
Camm has been removed from his position.

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair,]

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Freman-
tle |9.0]: L intend to support the amendment.
I confess that [ am not an expert so far as
land is concerned, but T have been over this
egtate, imd 1 have seen the gardens referred
to Ly the member for Roehourne. The pro-
perty is ouly just cutside my electorate. What
the hon. memher has said with regard to the
products of the soil from this estate is quite
true, and so far as Riley’s place is coneerned,
it has returned about £600 per ahnum., The
Attorney Genernl was suecessful in  getting
that information when he was there. There
is & road already close to the area which has
been chosen. An attempt has heen made to
make a soldiers’ settlement on this estate.
The Government were not sympathetic; per-
haps they were justified in the action they
took with regard to the whole of the estate,
but we have it from the Minister to-night that
60 acres of this property, which the company
arg prepared to give to the soldiers is the best
land in that area. T thonght the Minister
would have given some information when the
membher for Sussex sat down as to whether the
money they intended to pay to the company
was to be charged to the men.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): How much?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have not any in-
formation from the Minister, but the inference
is that the £4 per aere, which it was proposed
to pay for the purchase of the land, would be
charged to the soldiers in a manner similar to
that adopted in conneetion with ordinary land
scttlement, that is to say that payment would
he spread over a number of years. I thought
the Minister would have told us whether it was
intended to charge for the land which the com-
pany had given free of cost. That is a hig
eongsideration so far as the men are concernad.
The member for Sussex expected to get that
information when he sat down, but it has not
been given, except by way of the interjee-
tion, ‘‘how much,’’ which means they intend
to charge the soldier settlers for the making of
the roarl. The Minister for Works has stated
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that the eompany were asked to pay £260 out
of their own pockets towards the making of
this road, and that the roads board and the
Giovernment were expected to contribute & simi-
lar amount. The men, of course, will be asked
to repay that. I, like the member for Ivanhoe,
know some of these men. 1 visited the estate,
and it was pointed out to me that several of
the men who intended to settle therec had had
practical experience so far as working the land
was concerned.
experience in Victoria and in thiz State, and
that they were perfectly satisfied, if they had
the opportunity of scttling on this land, that
they could make a gooi living out of it. There
is no doubt whatever about the fact that these
men know something about land, and they were
not jumping into this proposition without hav-
ing given it consideration. Suppose the land were
eolll to private people, and suppose a portion
of it were bought for market gardening and
the buyers were not soldiers, would the Gov-
ernment have anything to say in regard to the
road; would the Government make it a condi-
tion that before these people settled there a
road must be constructed?

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): No, but if you advanee them £3,000 you
want something done,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If those pecple had
approached the Government and pointed out
that they were produeing and adding to the
wealth of the State, they could ask to be
served in the same way as other settlers,

Hon. ¥. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Decidedly, and they would get a voad.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The honorary Minia-
ter is making a lot about giving the £3,000,
but T would remind him that the State is not
giving a penny. This money has Dbeen ad-
vanced by the Commonweaith.

lion. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Who has to pay?

HHon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Those who take up
the land will have to pay. The Government
bhave admitted that this land is suitable for
settlement; they admitted it by offering £4 an
acre for it. T regret the interjection of the
member for Katanning, that the company were
posing as patriots, I only wish we had a few
more such patriots. Tt iz a pity we cannot
find a few more owners of land willing to
hand over GO or 70 acres for soldier settlers.
The Government, eontrary to the reports of
their officers, and contrary to the advice of the
Lands Purchase Beard, paid £7 an acre for
Iand at Oshorne Park no better than that af
Riverton.

- The Premier: Not contrary to advice.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T would like to see
the reports and the statements of Ministers in
regard to the matter. One of the gemrtlemen
has written to the Press about it, but the Press
will not publish the letter, and that gentleman
is supposed to be one of the most reliable men
in Western Augtralia. T am only showing that,
for some reason or other, an obstacle has been
put in the way of the soldiers, who are desir-
ous of making homes for themselves on the
Riverton Estate.

Hon. F. E, 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The offer of 60 acres was made on the
25th January.

I was told that they had had
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister himseli
has told us that these men have been trying t¢
get there for 14 months. Then the owner:
come along and say, *‘ We have confidence ir
this land; we believe it is geod for markel
gardening, and to show the Government thal
they are wrong we will give the soldiers 6(
ncres so that they may test it.”’

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (¥onorary Minis
ter}: The Government have ne power to pre
vent the soldiers accepting it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The whole thing
shows that deception has been practised. The
men were led by the Government to believe
that the land was suitable, and then report:
are made to the Government that it was not

Hon. F. B, 8, Willmott (Hororary Minis
ter): What do you mean to inginuate?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I only want to ex
press the hope that the House will support the
member for Roebourne and, by giving thel
vote in favour of the motion, show in reality
that they are prepared to assist soldiers whe
have returned, especially when those soldier
are prepared to help themselves.

My, MONEY (Bunbury) [9.15]: We haw
had an admigsion made by the Honorary Min
ister (Hon. F. E, 8. Willmott) that this parti
cular GS aercs of land is suitable for th
scttlement of soldiers. So far ag [ can se
or hear, the only objection put forward is th
fact that the road over which they will hav
to pass consists of sand. In my humbl
opinion that is altegether an insufficient ob
jection. OFf my own knowledge I know wher
market gardens are suceessfully earried on b
Western Australia, notwithstanding that th
men working them have to traverse, not on
mile of sand, but threec miles of sand. Ye
those gurdens have been most successfull;
carried on for the last ten yecars. The ob
jection of the sand road is easily overcom:
by baving a borse sufficicntly strong to pul
over that sand. The ohjection is not an in
superable one at all. fn faet, T would prefe
a sand road in the winter scason, when we ar
having our copious rajns, I think the hon
member himself will admit that other coun
try which is not sand, but which constitute:
a good road in the smmmer months, is impag
sible in the winter months. The advantag:
of a sand road is that it ean be used all th
year round, and sceing that there i3 no mad
road at all, it is rather an advantage tha
an objection. And apparently the sand roa
is the only objection to this offer heing ac
cepted. T know of many successful settler
in Western Australia who would be anly toi
pleased if they had a road accessible to then
at all periods of the year. T do not wish
say much on this subject, hut I feel tha
these returned scldiers are most anxioug t
settle at Riverton, and that therefore w:
should give them every encouragement tha
lies in our power. T feel that it is not fo
us to wtilise any particular distriet or estat
for our returned soldiers, but it is for thi
returned soldiers themselves to take a keer
interest in their hlocks and engender th
spirit of selfhelp. When they indicate theb
desire to be on the Riverton Estate, close t(
Perth. and are satisfied with it after due in
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quiry, I think it is but right that the House
should express the opinion that the desires of
those men should be acceded to.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [9.18]: T support
the amendment. I regret exceedingly that
the Minister should have seen fit to contrast
the fitness of these soldiers to ocenpy this
partienlar land with the fitness of civilians,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I said that the returned soldiers had
all been discharged as unfit for active service.

Mr. BROWN: And the implication isthat
they are not physieally fit for any strenuous
work. I contend that these discharged sol-
diers are perfectly fit and able to do all
ordinary work. T have here a plan of the
estate. This little bit down here represents
the 60 acres offered to the returned soldiers.
Interjections were made that if this land
were taken over by the vepatriation scheme,
that 70 chains of road would materially in-
fluenee the value of the whole estate. Tsay
that that 70 chains of road would have very
little, if any, influenee on the market value of
the estate. As a matter of fact, the pro-
position to purchase the whole of the cstate
has heen turned down, and T believe rightly
80,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Mr. Munsie: Would any part of the road
have to pass through any part of the estate?

Mr. BROWN: No, it is a boundary road
between Riley’s estate and Metealf s estate,
which have been occupied for 17  years.
During the whole of that time those people
have been able to make a decent living off
their land. T contend that the returned sol-
diers willing to go on this land requirc only
the usnal assistance. It has been claimed by
Ministers that they merely desire to safe-
guard the men against themselves., But it
must not be supposed that these men do not
know their responsibility in taking up the
Iand. As a matier of fach, hefore they can
get any assistance in the ordinary way they
must have the usual certificates.
If these men fail in their enterprise, not the
whole of the £500 will be paid to them, because
they will not have the necessary certificates. I
think the repatriation scheme is well guarded
through its own officers. The one thing I am
distressed about is that on the 25th January,
Mr. Camm, the officer in eharge, said that this
land was unfit for the purpose. Yet the mem-
ber for Rocbonrne (Mr. Teesdale) has told us
that, in company with other gentlemen, he had
an assurance given him that the land was
worth & certain amount of money. The very
fact that the Government are prepared to buy
the land and insist upon the money being
uwsed for the road proves that the Gov-
ernment are not altogether afraid of ihe

possibilities of this land. But  they
want the owners of the estate, nias
the men the Iland has been given to, to

provide a road for all future requirements. Tt
haa been said that this road would benefit onlv
the five returned soldiers. As a matter of fact
it would benefit Metcalf and Riley consider-
ably. The qguestion is whether we are to take
such care of returned soldiers that we will not
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give them a chance to oceupy the land they de-
sire. I think that men willing and anxious to
go on this land should be encouraged in every
way. All they want the Government to do is
to give authority for them to go on the land
under the repatriation scheme. I trust the Gov-
ernment will see fit to alter the eonditions they
have imposed, and to do as I hope the majority
of the House will ask them te do.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [9.23]: It appears
to me that one requires some further informa-
tion before giving an intelligent vote on this
question. It is the policy of the Government
to inquire into the fitness of the men about to
go on the land, and to see that the returned
soldiers go on suitable land, where they will be
able to make good. Up to the present I have
been rather confused as to how I should cast
my vote, The casting of o vote on this motion
is more serious than we realise. It involves
the question of repatriation, which to Western
Australia is a very heavy obligation, I would
like to give an intelligent vote, and therefore
I desire further information. It woull appear
from the Honorary Minister (Hon. F. E, 8,
Willmott) and other speakers that the chief
drawhack to the settlement of thege men at
Riverton is the formation of a certain road, in
respect of which the Government want to get
undertakings that certain payments will be
made in three parts, onc from the owners of
Riverton, one out of the funds of the soldiers,
and the third from the funds of the Govern-
ment, There are but 80 chains of road alte-
gether, according to my figures, which total
£740, or £9 5s. per chain. It seems to me a
very heavy cost for road-making, representing
nearly £740 per mile, or well-nigh as much as
the cost of an agricultural railway. It does not
square with my knowledge of road-making in
various parts of Australia. It has been siated
here to-night that the soil on this estate has ne
food valne for growing crops. Already we have
had experience of putting men on land where
there is a lack of seoil food for production. 1
refer to wodgil land. We do not want these
men to be put there only to discover after
years of toil that they cannot make a living.
To my mind the difficulty is that T have not
sufficient evidence before me to enable me to
cast an intelligent vote for or against the
motion. T do not know the indigenous timbers
that grow there, and I hope some responsible
Minister will tell ua more about it before we
are asked to cast a vote.

Mr, TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.27]: I under-
stand the motion proposes that the Gowvern-
ment should aceept a grant of land compris-
ing 60 acres which, for the purpoese of repa-
triation, was given by the owners of the
Riverton estate.

Mr. Draper: Admittedly good land.

Mr, TROY: T know nothing whatever of
the estate, but I saw a good deal of corres-
pondence in the Press regarding it and,
knowing the devious methods of land agents
and others, I have held the opinien till now
that the Government ought to be very care-
ful in regard to any speculation in this dir-
ection. T do not know what the Government
propose to do in regard to repatriation, be
cause that is exclusively one of their Tes-
ponsibilities. We on this side hope that the
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Government are doing something, for the
work of repatriation is very urgent, I am
given io understand that men are leaving
this country and geing to Queensland. I de
not wish fo draw comparisons between this
Government and the Government of Queens-
land, for I believe that the Government of
this State are just as sinecere in their desire
to settle the soldiers on the land as are the
Government of any other State. But I see
no harm in agreeing to the motion moved
by the member for Roshourne. If the sol-
diers are anxious to get this land, and if this
land be good land——

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott {Honorary Minis-
ter): It is good for market gardening.

Mr, TRQY: If thesec men have a know-
ledge of market gardening, and if the land
is good for anything, it is rather unworthy
of us to hold suspicions and refuse what may
be an offer genninely made.

Mr. Munsie: The Government want to pay
£¢ an acre for it, and make the soldiers pay
it back.

Mr. TROY: I am not sure that it is an
offer made genuinely, but T know nothing to
the contrary.

Hon. F. £, 8. Willmott (Honocrary Minis-
ter): The condition, first of all, was that we
shou!d buy the whole block.

Mr. TROY: I am not agrecable to binding
the Government by a resolution of this House
to do anything of the sort. Ignorant as I
am of the estate and its possibilities, I am
not going to vote to place on the Government
such an obligation as the purchase of the es-
tate. I have no objection to agreeing to
hand over the land to the soldiers, but I do
not desire that any obligation should be
placed on the Government regarding the
whole of the estate. I am not agreeable that
this should be the first step towards influenc-
ing the Government to take on the rest of
the land. I am going to support the amend-
ment. I have heard what may be a most
unworthy suspicion in connection with the
owners of this land, but since they offer the
land as a free gift, what am I to say? This
may encourage others who hold better land,
gituated wunder happier circumstances, also
to offer land, and T give my vote with a
view to encouraging people to be generoms.
I am mot going to ask the Government by
my vote to accept any obligation whatever
regarding the estate in agreeing that they
should aceept this land on behalf of the sol-
diers. I will not allow my vote te be used
in this House for the purpose of farthering
the scheme of any band of land owners or
laud arents. T am convinced, in connection
with the repatriation of soldiers, that there
will he agitation after agitation, and that
every influence in the eountry will he worked
to get the Government to bur land, and the
peaple from whom thev buv will not eare a
rap whether the persons for whom it i8
bought sucered or not. .

Hon. F. F. & Willwott (Honorary Minis-
tery: The number of people who offer to
gell their land at four times its value for re-
patriation purpeses is astonishing.

Mr. TROY: [ will vote for the amendment
becanse I cannot find it in my heart to re-

513

fuse the offer of these people. My vote,
however, imposes on the Government mo ob-
ligation to purchase any more of the land.
Mr. PILKINGTON (Perth) [9.33]: On a
matter of this sort a private member natur-
ally requires some information, but I do not
think we have had tv-night all the information
te which we are entitled. I know some of the
soldiers concerned, because they eaw me in con-
nec¢tion with this matter. T also made some
inquiries, and the conelusion which T arrived
at was that the attitude of the Government
wag, that in their opinion it would be impos-
sible for the soldiers to make a success in
settling on this land without a road, that the
Government would not be justified in building
a road for five men, and that consequently
they considered they were not justified in wsing
this money, which is to be used for repatria
tion purposes, in a way that would probably
result in its loss. Whether it is regarded as
money of the Commonwealth, and therefore
trust money in the hands of the State Govern
ment, or whether it is regarded as the mone)
of the State and therefore to be safegmardec
by the Government, makes no difference. Thi
Government are entitled to say, ‘*We will no:
use this money for the purpose of repatriating
soldiers on to land if we are satisfied that the
conditions are such that they cannot make ¢
sugeess of the venture.’’ I can understanc
that attitude, and can follow it, if it is th
attitude of the Government. My inquiries bav
ing heen made, I understood that this was th
attitude of the Government. But since hearing
the debate to-night I have been driven to thinl
that there is another reason in the mind of th
Government, namely, that they think that thi
Riverton syndicate is going to make somethin
out of it, and that it ought not to make some
thing out of it. If that is the reason for thei
attitude, it is the most futile reason ever ad
vanced by sane men, If the Government ha
come forward to-night and satd—‘'We hal
this money in trust. We will not advance i
unless we are satisfied that the soldiers t
whom we advance it have a reasonable chane
of snceess. We cannot afford to build a roa
for five men, because we would be doing to
much then for only five men.’—We could hav
understood their attitude. But that, appa
ently, is not the attitude of the Government.
Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mini:
ter): That is exactly the attitude T took up.
Mr. PILKINGTON: T did not understan
that from what has been said this evening
The Honorary Minister has referred to thi
company as a company which was makin
something out of the deal. It does not matte
if it makes a million out of it. Tf, as a rc
patriation scheme, this is a good secheme i
does not matter two straws whether thes
people make money out of it or not.
Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mini:
ter): T said if we built the road.

Mr. PILKINGTON: The point taken by th
Minister is apparently that if the soldiers ar
put there a road will ultimately he built, an
the company will derive gain from that fac
The whole point so far as the Government ai
concerned, should be thia: if we pat the so
diers there without a road and if they hax
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this money given to them, they have a reason-
able chance of puecess. [ gather from the
debate that they have a good chance of sue-
eess.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Let them try it

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am entirely without
any personal knowledge of this subject, or of
this class of business, but I gather from the
debate that the soldiers would have a fair
ehanee of suceess even without this read being
built at all. I gather that this is net the main
gronnd upon which the Government base their
objeetion. The objection of the Government
seems to be that this syndicate is trying to
work points, to put it bluntly. Surely, it is
perfeetly unimportant whether the syndicate
gets a gain or not, if in point of fact the re-
patriation money is spent so that the soldiers
are repatriated with a reasonable chance of
suceess, and so that the gift of this company
to the soldiers is made use of.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [937): 1
wish te commend the member for Rochourne
(Mr. Teesdale) for his desire to do some-
thing to settle soldiers upon this piece of
land, and T agree with the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy) when he states that he
does not feel justified in taking upon him-
self the responsibility of giving a decision
upon a matter such as this, on evidence that
we have been able to gather here to-night.
I do not, in making a statement of this
sort, intend to disparage the member for
Rocbourne for the manner in which he re-
presented his case. That hon. member has
gone fully into the matter, be has met these
soldiers who are desirous of settling upon
this land, has visited it and inspected it
personally, and has had a conversation with
the repatriation officer, the man upon whose
report the Government or this House must
largely depend. He is, therefore, in an in-
finitely hetier position to express an opinion
upon the justice or otherwise of this case
for the soldiers than a number of other hon,
members who have had the matter brought
under their notice to-might for the first
time, This motion, and the amendment, are
really asking members to carry on the ad-
ministration of a very important depart-
ment in the State. Will any hon. member
here say that he is sufficiently quick in
grasping the whole of the facts of a ecase
such as this, when they are simply put be-
fore him as they have been to-night, to be
able to come to a correct judgment in the
matter? I have here the papers dealing with
the case. T have also the amendment which
wag moved by the member for West Perth
(Mr. Draper), and we have besides the ad-
mission of the Minister that the Govern-
ment have offered £4 per aere for this land.
The motion as proposed to be amended reads
as follows:—

That in the opinion of this House it is
fdesirable that the applications for assist-
ance from funds at the disposal of the
Government made by certain returned
soldiers desirons of settling on eertain
blocke of land granted to them by the
owners of the Riverton estate, should be
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approved by the Minister in vharge of re-
patriation without delay; the officer deal-
ing with repatriation having inspected the
land, and having declared that the blocks
form ample security for the amount ad-
vanceable under the Commonwealth Re-
patriation Act.
Thus we have the word of the member for
Roebourne, which no member of the House
would doubt, and the statement of the
officer responsible for advising the Govern-
ment in inatters connected with the Com-
monwealth Repatriation Act, who says that
the bloeks form ample security. Now we
have the report of the same gentlaman, the
first portion of which deals with the estate
as a whole and has no bearing on the gques-
tion heforc us to-might. The latter portion
of the report has, however, a very direct
bearing upon it. In dealing with the whole
of the 2,000 a¢res, which I helieve the es-
tate comprigses, he says—

Tn viecw of the analyses, which would
seem to show that there is practically lit-
tle plant food in the soil

He zoos on to say—
T think that the owner's offer to allow
the Government to resumc 60 acres with-
out compensation in ordar to permit these
returned soldiers to vstablish themselves
there should also be refused, as it would
he difficult to justify any expenditure
whatever in view of Mr. Mann’s report,
Tf wvou approve of the offer being turned
down, T will advise those interested.
There are the two reports. One is gigned
by Mr. Camm, the officer in question, and
the other is the statement by that same
officer given here to-night by the member
for Roebourne.

Hon. P. Collier: And yet the Government
propose to give £4 an aecre for the land.

My, MULLANY: There is alse the ad-
mission that the Crown offers £4 per acre
for this area of 60 acres. In view of the
conflicting statements, or reports, made by
the responsible officer, T want to know how
any hon, member can be justified in coming
to a decision one way or the other on the
question to-night. Whilst T may possibly
be as dull of ecomprehension as many other
hon. members, I freely confeas that I have
been unable to come to a satisfactory con-
clusion as to the rights or otherwise of the
case. In view of what T have already
pointed out I think that some further in-
quiry should he made, and believe it would
be advisable to have a seleet committee ap-
pointed. The estate is within a few miles
of the City, and ceuld readily be visited.
The papers are also available, as well as the
men in question. A few days would see the
whole thing through, and I believe that the
best way of dealing with the matter is to
appoint a seclect committee to report to this
House on one day in next week. I cannot
give an intelligent vote on the question to-
night.

Mr. Munsie: Tf the reports are true. Mr.
Camm is not a fit and proper person to he
where he is.
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Mr. MULLAMNY: If T am not able to move
in that direction just now, I throw it out as
a sugpestion that a select committee should
be appeinted to deal with this queatioun.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [9.45): T should like to say a word
or two in conmection with this matter. Hon.
members complain that they have not obtained
sufficient information upon it and I offer them
my fullest sympathy. It is undoubtedly a diffi-
cult matter to consider any question in regard
to the value of land unless one hag seen the
land, and unless one has some knowledge of
the subject. In the first place, many hon, mem-
bers have not seen the land; and many of them
will admit that, even had they seen it, they
would not be capable of forming an opinion.
Regarding the estate as a whole—I must refer
to the estate as a whole—the Government,
sfter having the fullest inquiry made, refused
the offer made by the owners, That finished
the matter for the time being. The owrners then
came forward with an offer to give 60 acres to
gix returned soldiers free of all eost. The 60
acres are admitted to be the best of the estate.
It is not land on which I, for my part, would
choose to put returned soldicrs. T have been
over the land twice. Hon. members must not
be led to imagine that this country is like the
land at Osborne Park, with its rich swamps,
where green fodder can be grown for dairy
cows, and where vegetables of all kinds can be
produced. Most of this land is the ordinary
sandy country to be found in the neighbour-
hood of Perth.

Hon. T. Walker:
good.

The PREMIER: The peculiar feature
ahout this land is that there is no limestone in
it. With limestone, sandy country can be made
reproductive.

Hon. W, G, Angwin:
neath.

The PREMIER: There is no ¢lay under the
greater portion of it. There are portions of the
estate which are well watered for a time, but
which are not swamps in the ordinary accepta-
tion of the term; and, save in an exceptionally
wet season, they would not hold water at all
No doubt after such a winter as the last we
have had, the water would remain there for a
congiderable time. Wher I visited the land
about two months ago, the water had pearly
all dried up. However, the presence or ahsence
of water there at the present time has little to
do with the question. The question is whether
we shonld be justified in settling these six re-
torned soldiers on that land. I believe the men
might make a living on the 60 acres if they
were adapted for that class of work. Every-
thing would depend on the men themselves. If
they are men who will work, and have some
knowledge of the work on which they propose
to embark, and if they will stick to it, they
might make a suecess on the 60 acres. Had the
whole estate been of the same character as the
60 acres, the Government might have viewed
the purchase of the estate, at the price men-
tioned, in a very different way from that in
which they did. On the reports before them,
and with the knowledge Ministers themselves
have of the land, the Government certainly
could not purchase the whole estate. As the 60

Some of that is fairly

There is elay under-

»

acres represent the hest part of the land, am
as these returned scldiers are anxious to settl
there, the Government are anxious to affor
them an epportunity of doing so0. I amn not on
of those who wish to impute to the compan,
any motives in offering the 60 acres, exeep
motives of pure patriotism. The company cer
tainly were desirous of selling their land, a
all owners of land are liable to be. When the
found that the Government would not purchas
the estate, they offered to give 60 acrea of th
best of the estate. The land is not tiptop lamd
Even the land in the neighbourhood on whiel
people have been settled for 20 years or mor
is not land which would be called first class.

Hon, W, C. Augwin: Those people are neare
the river, too.

The PREMIER: That is quite correct, an
they have the best of the land, the land wit
the greatest amount of moisture, land with
certaitn proportion of swamp, and adjoinin
the river. The Government were prepared, a
any rate, t0 let these returned soldiers have &
opportunity of settling on the 60 acres; am
they thought it advisable to make this offer ¢
the company, ‘‘If you pay one-third of th
cost of construeting the road which is require
the Government will pay a third, and the road
board the remaining third.’’ That is the posi
tion at the present time. If the House con
siders that the Government would be justifie
in spending a larger amount, the Governmen
are prepared to do it. At the same time, w
must he very careful in the expenditure of
money in this direction, very careful to se
that the land which is to be taken up, am
which the read, if ¢onstructed, will serve, wil
be permanently occupied, and not thrown up
The cost of making the road has been esti
mated at £10 per chain. I consider that a hig
estimate, I conld make a road which wouli
suit for a very tong time the light loads o
those men, at very much less rost.

Member: Three times a day the resident
go through to the markets.

The PREMIER: ‘There ia a great deal u
what the member for Bunbury (Mr., Money
has said. The country about Riverton wil
never get boggy, and the settlers will be abl
to travel a road there at all times of the year
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon
W. C. Angwin} knows that market pgardenen
have, with success, carted their produce ove
sandy roads for years and years. At the same
time, of course, they prefer good roads. I i
not think these six men actually demand tha
a good road should be constructed at once. If
later, they prove their suitability for the worl
they contemplate undertaking, the Governmen
would be justified in helping them to obtain a:
cflicient road for the conveyance of their pro-
duee to market. But we have not yet arrived
at that point. 1 would like to see the men tr)
how they get on with settling this land. T be
lieve they are all able-bodied, and not in anj
way invalids. I do not know why they have re
ceived their discharges; I do not think it is o1
account of any extreme physical disability.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Some of them have
heen wounded,

The PREMIER: They may probably be ali
right now. It is our duty to help them to
carry on the avocation in which they de
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gire to engage. [ think if it was made a con-
dition that the Government should spend
£1,000 in constructing a road for these five
men, we would have a right to decline. It
would, in my opinion, he wrong to incur so
mueh expenditure for a road to serve five
settlers. To the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Roebourne {Mr. Teesdale) an amend-
ment has been moved by the member for
West Perth (Mr. Draper), making the motion
read as follows:—

That in the opinion of this House if is
desirable that the application for assist-
ance from the funds at the disposal of the
Government made by certain returned sol-
dicrs desirous of settling on blocks of land
granted to them by the owners of the
Riverton estate, should be approved by the
Minister in charge of repatriation without
delay; the officer dealing with repatriation
having inspected the land and having de
clared that the blocks form ample security
for the amount granted under the Common-
wealth Repatriation Act. .

I ecannot aceept that amendment, because the
officer in question has never deelared that
the blocks form ample security, as stated.
We have no record of that. On the contrury,
the officer in questien has rather urged the
Government not to assist in this direction.
In a later file. which is not on the Table of
the House, the officer expressed a view to the
effeet that this was the best of the land and
that the men might be able te make a living
off it. That was about the strength of the
decision to which he came in the last instance.
The Government are prepared to deal with
these men out of the repatriation fund, if the
land is seeured to them fFrom the men, to
whom it iz to he granted by the ecompany.
If the Government advance money out of the
repatriation fund, they must have security
over the holdings on which the money is ad-
vaneed.

Mr. Lutey:
do they?

The PREMIER: That must be & sine gua
non. We cannot advance money unless we get
the seeurity of the land, because the improve-
ments  which wonld he effected with the
meney advanced would form part of the land.
Consequently, the Government must have
security over the land and the improvements.
That seeurity will have to be given in all
cases of repatriation. The Government are,
therefore, prepared to assist in placing these
men on that land if the men ean show that
they will be able to give the Government
security over the land,

Hon. T. Walker: That is exactly what is
wanted.

Mr, Munsgic: Will the Government insist
on the econdition contained in that letter, that
they are prepared to give £4 per acre for the
Tand, and that they will have it only on
that condition?

The PREMIER: Negotiations have been
going on in regard to this question and this
new phase has only eropped up during the last
10 days; it has not been hanging over for
months. The negotiations have not been eon-
cluded; the company could not agree to the

The men do not objeet to that,
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conditions imposed by the Government in the
first instance. The Government are still an-
Xious to give the wen an opportunity of sct-
tling on this land. Tf the men are prepared
to waive the question of constructing a road
there ot once the Government will assist
them out of the repatriation grant, if the
land is offered.

Mr. Munsie: The men ave quite prepared
to de that, but they are not prepared to pay
£4 an ucre for land which has been given to
them.

The PREMIER: T do believe that the men
can make good on this particular bit of coun-
try, but not on the balance of the land.
They would have to work hard, and late and
early, and be deiermined to stay there, The
Government have taken many risks in the
past and I suppose they will take many in
the future. If the Government did not take
a certain amount of risk in conncetion with
settlement, we would never get people on the
land., At the same time the Government
want to use every effort to sce that those
who are settled on the land are suitable for
carrying out that particular avocation. [
have seen these men and I have vigited the
land with some of them on two oceasions. The
men are physically constituted to muke n sue-
cesg of settlement, and the Government are
prepared to elose with them on the condi-
tions T have stated. Tf the member for Roe-
hourne had waited a little longer hefore
moving the motion. and allowed the Govern-
ment to c¢omplete the negotiations they
were carrying on, no doubt a set-
tlement would have been arrived at.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne—in reply)
[10.57: In view of the Premier’s assurance
that these blocks will now bhe given to the men,
on the understanding that the construction of
the road is not asked for, I have great pleasure
in withdrawing the motion.

Mr, SPEAKER: The member for West
Perth will have to withdraw his amendment
firat.

Mr. Draper: T have no intention of with-
drawing my amendment.

Mr. TEESDALE: Having secured what T
came here for I am prepared to withdraw my
motion because there is now no oceasion for it.

Mr. Draper: The member for Roebourne is
more fortunate than I am, because T have not
got what I came here for.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [10.7] T
have hecen somewhat eonfused during this de-
bate at the attitude of the Government. The
Honorary Minister appeared to me to be
utterly opposing the motion of the member for
Roebourne and now, after a protracted debate,
we find that the Premier is backing right down,
after having obtained the sense of the Homse.
It seems to me that there is someone lacking
in hackhone. The Honorary Minister says one
thing, and after the House has expressed its
opinion, the Premier barks down agginst the
Honorary Minister. These men are prepared
to take up that land; they are not particularly
anxious about the road, but we have proved
that there are settlers who have been on the
adjoining property for years and who have
proved the land. Tt may have heen thought
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that the road would lead to the centre of the
estate, and was probably a point to try and
induce the Government to take up the whole
of the estate. On looking at the map, however,
we find that the road only runs to the edge of
the estate and will only serve a few of the
blocks of the company. Fersonally T hope the
member for West Perth will stick to his amend-
ment, and T hope the House will earry it.

Mr, THOMSOXN (Katanning) [109]: I
move—

‘*That the debate be adjourned.’’

Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes .. .. . 8
Noes .. .. . .. 30
Majority against .. 22
AYES.

Mr. Breun i Mr. Stewart

Mr. Maley Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Thomson

Mr. Plesse (Talier.)

Mr. H. Robinsoni

NoOES.
Mr., Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson . Mr, Q'Loghlen
Mr., Colller Mr., Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr. Plkington
Mr. Draper Mr, R. T. Robinson
Mr. Durack ! Mr. Rocke
Mr, George . Teesdale
Mr. Green | Mr. Underwood
Mr., Hardwick Mr. Walker
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr. Jones Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lefroy (Tetler.)
Mr, Lutey !

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.12]: When
1 moved the adjournment of the debate I was
not endeavouring to block a settlement of this
question. T must confess that hon. memhers
seem to know very little about this subject. I
am entirely in accord with the member for
Menzies when he suggested that we should
have a select committee to investigate the
matter. That was one of the ohjects I had
in view. The mover of the motion asked the
permission of the House to withdraw it be-
canse he said he had got what he was affer.
After bringing the matter before the House
we have this remarkable position, that ar
amendment is moved by the member for West
Perth which is a <ireet contradicijon of the
signed statement on the file by Mr. Camm.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Premier said there
is another report from Mr. Camm since that
one.

Mr. THOMSON: I can only deal with the
information before the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I will take the word of
the Premier.

Mr. THOMSON: We have a definite state-
ment from Mr. Camm that the request should
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be refused. I want to satisfy myself that the
soldiers are going to make a living out of
this land. I will take second place to no one
in my desire to see that justice is done to
those men who bave fought for us. Those of
us who live in the agricultural areas know what
a hard fight a great many of the citizens had
to put up, and I am not going to induce the
returned soldier to go on the land where he
bas no hope of making a living. T say that
nothing is too good for him, that he should
have the best land available. I am prepared
to move that the soldiers shall have the land
for nothing; they deserve it.

Mr. Teesdale: They have it now,

Mr. THOMSON: Seeing that the hon. mem-
er is satisfied that these soldiers are going
to get the land for nothing, T eanuvot under-
stand his aetion in woving the motion, and in
voting against the adjournment when, just
previously, he had said that he was prepared
to withdraw his motion. 1 hope the House
will not come to a decigion on thiz question
to-night. There is a vital principle undet-
lying this. I am not going to impute motives
to the owners of the land, although I may
have my own private views on the wmatter.
But I say distinety that T wish to he satisfied
that this land is suitable. In face of the evi-
denee contained in this file, showing that re-
sponsible officers have one and all condemned
the soil on that gstate, we arc asked to settle
our soldiers on land which, aceording to the
experts, is abselutely unsuitable.

Mr. Teesdale: Xot these 68 acres,

Mr. THOMSON: T am dealing with this
report from Mr. Camnm, which treats of the 60
acres, Mr, Camm makes this definite state-
ment—

[n view of the analyscs, which seem to
show that there is praectically little plant
food in the soil, T think the owners’ offer
to allow the Government to resime 60 acres
without compensation in order to permit
these five returned soldiers te establish them-
selves there should be refused, as it would
he diffienlt to justify any expendifure what-
ever in the face of Mr. Mann’s report.
Hon, W, . Angwin: You know that the

Premier said there is a later report than that.

Mr. THOMSON: This report is dated 22nd
January, and to-day is only the 20th Febru-
ary, so if there is a second report it cannot be
very much later. When an officer like Mr.
Camm sends in a report like this it makes pne
wonder what is behind it. I want the soldiers
to gaet a fair deal. The member for Roebourne
has stated that these men are satisfied. That
may be so. Unfortunately T could iake the
hon, member to several settlers in my district
who were placed on land represented to them
as capahle of returning a living, To-day
they know that the thing is impossible. Let
us see to it that these soldiers do not go on
land unsuitahle for their purpose. In view of
the contradictory evidence we have before us,
and of the seripusness of the position, the
House should pause before coming to a deci-
sion, I will move an amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
do it at this stage. . The amendment before
the House must first be disposed of. *
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Mz, THOMSOX: Then I appeal to hon.
members uot to come to a decision to-night.
I think we should pause hefore committing
the Government in the manner proposed.
Ministers have econsidered this question and
have turned it down, and I think it would be
unwise for us to come to a decision on the
unsatisfactory evidence before ws. I will give
place fo no one in my desire to see that our
goldiers get justice.

Mr. Teesdale: Then why do you not con-
sult that later report?

Mr, THOMSON: I can ooly deal with what
is before us. If there is a later report the
hon. member should have quoted it.

Mr. Munsie: He has not seen it. He is
sccepling the Premier’s word about it.

Mr, THOMSON : T trust the amendment will
be defeated, and that we shall have a select
committee to inquire inio the whole question,
Such a committee could make its investiga-
tions and report next week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Cauwning) [10.22]: I do not think
any member can do absolute justice to this
question on the motion and the amendment,
beeanse they are confined to the 60 acres
offered to these soldiers by the owners of the
estate. Iefore anybody could judge of the
whole question it would be pecessary to see
the report on the whole of the estate, and to
know the whole of the facts connected with
the estate. Under the rules of the House if
has been impossible to furnishk all the par-
ticulars in a discussion of the motion, it has
been necessary to keep to the 60 acres. But
one has only to read the file that has been
here for several days to appreciate the ramifi-
eations of the whole business concerning that
large estate. Tf we had before us all the in-
formation availabie, we would he able to form
& better judgment. I am not opposed fo the
appointment of a seleet committee, for prob-
ably snech a committee would eome to the same
eonclusion as have the Government. But in
regard to the 60 acres, I, as Minister in
charge, was mixed up in the negotiations.
These soldiers came to me, and I told Lieu-
tenant Williams ihat I was personally pre-
pared to recommend the Government to ad-
vanee to him and his comrades £500 per man
on those 60 acres, but that if he wanted a road
made it was an entirely different proposition,
bhecause I was limited to £500 per man, and
therefore could not recommend an additional
£800 for road making. My letter, which the
member for Roebourne read to-night, cleariy
showed that that was my view., Al that the
soldiers had to ro was to come to me and say
‘“We do not want a road,”’ and the thing

would have pgooe through in the ordinary
course. I was prepared to recommend it to
Cabinet. They did not get my recommenda-

tion as responsible Miniaster, for the reasons
that I have given. Now the member for Roe-
hourne says that the soldiers do not want a
road. Why, then, did not these men tell me
s0, or tell the Minister for Lands so? Had
they done this they might have been settled
on the land to-day.

Mr. Mansie: The Honorary Minister said
‘that he asked thosc men to give him a guar-
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anteg that they would not ask for a read at
any future time.

Hon, ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
fer): I gaid in the immediate future.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 bave been
to the Riverton estate oo two occasions, the
Premier has been there twice, and the Minister
for Lands bas heen there twice, while Mr.
Underwood also has been there.  Again, a
number of expert officers of the Government
have beer over the estate. As the motion
deals with GO agres specifically, I cannot tell
the House what the reports of those officers
were, but they arve all to be found on that
file.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Is the estate in your
electorate?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. I
would be very glad if I had in my electorate
such an estate with the soldiers on it. If a
gelect committee is appointed, and some of
our farming friends go over and have a look
at those G0 acres, they will be able to judge
for themsclves and form their own conelusions.
The 60-acre area is higher land than either
Metealt’s or Riley’s land, Metealf’s land is
good, black sand, but the other is scrubby
bush, with a tremendous lot of banksia, and
a fuzzy bush that grows on ¢nly the poorest
land. It is a series of undulating hills, lying
a quarter of & mile apart. In the valleys
there is what the people there call swamp land,
but what the people of Osborne Park would
turn up their noses at. Most of the men who
have seen it utterly condemn it. Most of
those who have bandled land will know that
even if it is sand land it is the man who
handles it who constitutes the greatest factor.
I have told these soldiers that, knowing as
much as I do of gardening, if I were in their
position I would not be afraid to tackle it.
By the same reasoning, if I thought they
knew as much about gardening as I do, I
should advise them to tackle it. It is poor
s0il, requiring an immense quantity of man-
ure and of work, and, above al), humua. It is
utterly deficient in that now, but Riley can
grow a natural crop, and so too ecan Metealf,
because their sand is black stnff and is full
of humus,

Mr. Teesdale: It does not all stop at the
fencing,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt may go
a yard or two beyond, but the z0il on this 60
acres is of a different character.

Mr. Pilkington: Then why recommend that
the soldiers be put there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Because I
think that on these swamps, 18 they are ealled,
allowing each man a double area of land, and
knowing the type of men as I do——

Mr. Pilkington: The land is good enough.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the cir
cumstances, yca; and T believe those men
would made a do of it. T have told the House
that the only obstacle in my way was the
road, and that I was not justified in recom-
mending the expenditure of £800 for a road
for five men. Hon, members cannot come to a
conclusion on this matter without seeing the
file and the land itself.

Mr. H, ROBINSON (Albany) [10.30]:
Although we have had a number of hon. mem-
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bers, and three members of the Government,
speaking on this question, I cannot even
now see exactly what the position is. Two
members of the Ministry have said they are
prepared to take - the land over, but one
states that the Government should not take
it over except umider certain conmditions. Are
the Goverument going to take it over in the
face of the report of the Government official
which has been read by the Honorary Minister?

Hon. F. BE. 8. Willmott (Honornry Minis-
ter): Not the right one.

Mr. H, ROBINSOX: The Hounorary Minis-
ter read the report of this Government offi-
einl.  Members are asked to vote, and if
therc has becn a report furnished since, we
should have it read to us. T have no doubt
the Premier is sincere, but it is his duty to
let us have that information, with the guoali-
f}’ing stutetnenl as to why the Guvernment
official in sueh a short time should make two
contradictory reports on the same land.

Hom. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: That is just it. If only you knew the
facts! They cannot he discussed yet.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I understecd that we
would get these facts when the Monorary
Minister got up to speak., I am most
anxious to help these returned soldiers, but
will not reecord my vote until I am clearer
in iy mind that the land is sumitabla for
them. It is immmaterial to me that the River-
ton estate should get some benefit ont of
this, or that the Government ghould have to
provide a road afterwards. The main point

to my mind is as to whether this land
is  snitable for repatriation, After all
the Government have to consider that,

under the conditions under which the money
is coming from Melbourne. I am surprised
that after such a tremendous controversy in
the papers, and the definite <ecision of the
(Government, that the matter should be
brought vp to-night, and, further, that from
tbe Government we should get practically
two decisions. I hope a select committee will
be appointed. In that way we shall get a
statement from Mr. Camm as to whether he
did or did not say what is attributed to him
by the member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale), and why he aparently made two con-
tradictory statements in sueh a short time
with reference to the same block of land.

Question (that the words proposed to be
struck out stand part of the motion) put and
negatived.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—on amendment) [10.36]: I should like
an opportunity of speaking on the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has al-
ready discussed the amendment. The mo-
tion itself was not before the House.

The PREMIER: Tt was proposed to insert
certain words, and an amendment to effect
this was moved by the member for West
Perth (Mr. Draper).

Mr. SPEAEKER: The amendment itself
was under discussion, and the Premior has
spoken on the amendment, The member for
Roebourne, after some discussion had ensmed,
desired to withdraw the motion in favour of
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another one. The motion itself was not be-
fore the House, but the amendment. I asked
the member for West Perth if he would firat
withdraw the amendment, 80 that the mo-
tion itself could be withdrawn in favour of
the amendment. The motion itself has now
been defeated aund that is what the vote
was taken upon. The amendment was to
strike out certain words. These have now
been struck ont, and the question before the
House is that the following words be iu-
serted.

‘“The applications for assistance from
funds at the disposal of the Government,
made by certain returned soldiers desirous
of seitlicg on certain blocks of land
granted fto them by owners of the Riverton
estate, should be approved by the Minis-
ter in charge of repatriation without de-
lay; the officer dealing with repatriation
having inspected the land, and having de-
clared that the blocks form ample secarity
for the amount advanceable under the Com-
monwealth Repatriation Aet.”’

The PREMIER: Am 1 not permitted to
make a remark with regard to the motiont

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly.

Hon. P. Collier: That is directly opposite
to what you stated, Sir, last avening.

The PREMIER: I wish to ask the hon.
member to amend this amendment of his.

Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order! T
submit that or the ruling given by yom,
Sir, last night the Premier is not in order.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier has already
spoken to the amendment.

Hon. P. Collier: Tast night yon ruled fhe
hon, member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) out
of order for precisely the same thing.

Mr. Speaker: It was not exactly on all
fours with this particular matter,

Hon. P. Collier: Under the sams ruling
and Standing Orders the Premier is not in
order in speaking to the amendment.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier is not in order
in addressing the House unless by way of
explanation,

The Premier: May I make an explanation?
We have not had this amendment hefore us
becange you, Sir, have only just read it. It
has not been read to the House until now.

Hon. P. Collier: I{ was moved by the mem-
ber for West Perth,

The Premier: You bave only just now put
this amendment, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Speaker: When the member for West
Perth (Mr. Draper) early in the debate moved
his amendment, T proposed the amendment
from the Chair. and the amendment then was
under discussion, and it has been under dis-
rugsion up till a few moments ago, when a vote
was taken on the original motion. The Pre-
mier has spoken to the amendment, and is not
in order in speaking again. Any hon. member
who has not speken is in order in speaking to
the amendment; but members who have spoken
are not in order.

The Premier: I merely rose to make an
explanation, As leader of the Government T
thought T would be permitted to offer some
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explanation regarding the amendment, because
I was really under the impression that all this
time we have been discussing the original
motion of the member for Roebourne. I hava
not had an opportunity of obtaining informa.
tion with regard to the amendment.

Mr. Munsie: On a point of order, I want to
draw your attention, Mr, Speaker, to the fact
that the Premier, when speaking te the ques-
tion before, deliberately read out the amend-
ment, and said he could not accept it.

Mr. SBpeaker: The Premier is out of order.
Debate resumed.

Mr. PIESSE (Tocdyay) [10.441: I desire
to move the following amendment: That after
the word ‘‘that,’’ in the first line, all words
be deleted, with a view of ingerting the follow-
ing:—*‘That the offer made by the owners
of the Riverton estate to give an area of 60
ncreg in the estate to the Government for the
purpose of repatriation be referred to a select
committee, to report next Thursday.’’

" Mr. SPEAKER: T cannot accept that
amendment, hDeeause the hon. member has in it
words which are contained in the amendment
which has beecome the question, Tt iz quite
competent for the hon. member to move that
A gelect committee be appointed to inquire
into the question,

Alr. Piesse: If I am in order in moving in
that direction, I shall have much pleasure in

doing so.
© Mr. SPEAKER: I will put the hon. mem-
ber right. If it is the desire of the House

that a select committes should be appeinted,
it will be neccessary for the hon. member to
move the striking-out of all the words which
now are the queation. When those words have
been struck out, the hon. member can move for
a select committee. But these words must be
got out of the way before the select committee
c¢an be appointed. The question before the
House now ia that all the words after ‘“that’’
stand part of the question.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is it not necessary, be-
fore a select committec can be appointed, that
notice of metion should be given for the ap-
pointment of a select committee, because that
ig dealing with a different subject?

My, SPEAKER: It is not necessary to give
notice of the appointment of a select committee
on a subjeet hefore the House, For example,
when a Bill has passed its second reading, it is
competent for a member—after the Minister
in charge of the Bill has moved that the
Speaker leave the Chair for the purpose of
congideration of the Bill in Committes, or just
before that motion is moved—to move that the
Bill be referred to a select committee. Then,
instead of being referred to a committee of
the whole House, the Bill is referred to a
select committee. This question is practically
on all fours with a Bill at that stage, and it is
eompetent for a wember to move that a select
committee be appointed to comsider this ques-
tion. DBut the amendment mnst be negatived
Brst. The question now is that the words pro-
posed to be inserted be inserted; that is, the
amendment of the member for West Perth,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Question (that the words prpposed to _be
added be added) put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 24
Majority for 8
ATES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Money
Mr, Chesson Mr. Munsia
Mr. Collier Mr. Pichkerlng
Mr. Draper Mr. Pllkington
bMr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Jones Mr. Stewart
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr, O'Loghlen
(Teller.)
Nona.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mullany
Mr. Broun Mr. Plesse
Mr. Brown ‘Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Davies Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Durack Mr, Stubbs
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Troy
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr, Johnston Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Tetler.y

Mr. Mltchell

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [10.53]: Shall I
be in order now in moving in the direction
of appuinting a select committee for the
purpose of inquiring into the offer of the
60 acres of land made by the Riverton Es-
tate to the Government¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
C. Hudson—Yilgarn) [10.54]: A slight con-
fusion appears to have arisen over this mat-
ter and as it seems to be the desire of the
House that a select committee should be ap-
pointed to inquire into this question, that
ean only be dome now by the addition of
words to what has been left of the original
motion which was moved by the member for
Roebourne. The remaining words are—
t¢That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the.’’ The words which the
member for West Perth desired to add have
been defeated and the words which 1 sug-
gest should bhe added -will complete the mo-
tion. 1 move—

That the following words be added:—
“‘the matter of the Riverton Estate is
worthy of consideration and that a select
committee be appointed te inquire inte the
‘offer made by the owners of the Riverton
Estate to give an area of 60 acres in the
Estate to the Government for the purposes
of repatriation.’’

Mr. Piesse: I will accept that.

Mr. Munsie: Will that permit the select
committee to inquire into the contradictory
reports of the Government officers?.

. Mr. SPEAKER: The committee will have
full power te inquire into the offer made to
the Government, and if there are any con-
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tradictory statements it will be their duty
to sift the matter to the bottom.

Mr. Jobnston: Or in connection with the
Estate?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Committee will only
have power to deal with the 60 acres, T sup-
pose.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The motion at pres-
ent is ‘'That in the opinion of this House
it iz desirable that.'’

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what is left of
the original motion.

Mr. Troy: What does the hon. member for
Tocdyay propose in that amendment? Is it
not concerning the whole subject of the pur-
chase of the estate?

Mr. SPEAKER: No; only the 60 acres.
In reality, instead of the original motion
that the Government aecept the offer made,
if the amendment be carried the House will
ask for a select committee to consider the
matter.

Mr, Troy: Would not the hon. member’a

purpose be served if he moved, after
“fthat,’’ ‘‘a  select commitiee be ap-
pointed’’ ¥

Mr. SPEARKER: That would be only an
expression of opinion; it would net be a dir-
ection.

The Minister for Mines: I have made it
read ‘‘it is a matter deserving of inquiry,
and a seleet committee be appointed.’’

Hon. P. Collier: We shall bave an extra-
ordinary position if the amendment is car-
ried, for it will then read ‘‘that in the
opinien of this House it is desirable that
the matter is worthy of consideration.”” A
second class school boy would be caned for
constrecting such a sentence. Yet that is
what we have arrived at after hours of dis-
cussion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Apparently there is a de-
sire to refer this subject to a select commit-
tee. In order to do that, we have to use
words which will fit in with all that is left
of the original motion. Let me read the
motion with the amendment moved by the
Minister for Mines—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the matter of the Riverton
Estate is worthy of consideration, an'd that a
select committee be appointed to inquire
into the offer made by the ownmers of the
Riverton Estate to give an area of 60 acres
in the estate to the Government for the pur-
poses of repatriation.

Hon. J. MITCIIELL (Northam) [119]:
May I suggest that the motion be allowed to
lapse, and that the hon. member give notice
to move for a seleet committee to-morrow?
We will be here yet for another six weeks or
morg, and so ample time will be afforded. Just
now we seem to be making confusion worse
confounded, and T thiek it would be far bet-
ter if the hon. member gave notice to move
for a select committee to-morrow.

" Question (that the words proposed to be -

added—amendment by the Minister for Mines
—be added) put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Members will now proceed
to ballot for the select committee,

[22]
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Mr. PILKINGTON (Perth) [11.15]: May
I rise to a point of ordert It appears to me
that we bave hefors us, for the first time, the
amwended meotion or the remnanta of the
original motion, with certain words added pro-
viding for the appointment of a select com-
mittee, When that was carried then the rem-
nants of the motion became amended. There
was then before the House the amended motion
that a seleet committee should be appointed.
That motion, to my mind, has never been put
or carried, although it appears that a ballot
is being taken for the appointment of a select
eommittee,

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps T overlooked the
matter. I will put the question now.

Mr., PILKINGTON: I am desirous of vot-
ing against the appointment of a select com-
mittee, but bave had no opportunity of doing

0.
Mr. SPEAXER: The hon. member had an
opportunity of voting against the amendment.
Mr. PILKINGTON: I wish the motion to
be amended in order that it may be before the
House, and then I would have an opportunmity
of voting against it.

Mr. SPEAEER: That is a mistake on my
part. The question is ‘‘that the motion as
amended be agreed to.’’

Question put and passed; the motion as
amended agreed to.

Ballot taken, and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Mr. Broun, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Mullany, Mr. Munsie, and the mover; vnl':h
power to call for persons and papers, to it
on days over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report this day week.

Mr. JOENSTON: In connection with this
gelect committee, I desire to move a simi-
lar motion to that moved last week in connec-
tion with the select committee to inquire into
the rabbit pest, that the evidence be typewrit-
ten, and not printed. I move—

**That the evidence taken by the commit-
tee be not printed but be made available in
typewritten copies limited to ten.’’

Mr. MULLANY: I should like to be clear
on this matter. I think the resolution carried
last week was unnecessary, because the chair-
man of d select committee presents the report
in typewritten form and then moves that it
ba printed.

Mr. SPEAKER: The report of the evidence
taken by the select committee is then already
printed. Each member of the committee
receives printed reports of the evidence as
the committee’s inquiry proeceds, and each
witness is furnished with a printed proof of
his evidence. Im order to avoid the expense
involved, an hon. member moved last week
that the evidence to be taken hy ithe select
committee referred to should appear in type-
written form.

Mr. TROY: As to the printing of evi-
dence taken by select committees Standing
Order 357 provides—

TUpon the presentation of a report no
discussion shall take place; but the report
may be ordered to be printed with the
docnments aecompanying it,

That has been the eustom of this House al-
ways. I had no idea that there was a prac-
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tice of printing evidence before the order
of the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the usual practice.

Mr. TROY: The Standing Order is clearly
against it.

Mr. SPEAEER: It has been the custom,
ever gince I have been in the House, that
select committee evidence is reported by the
‘‘Hansard’’ staff in the same way as the pro-
ceedings of this House, and sent to the Gov-
ernment Printer exaetly in the same way as
speeches delivered in the Chamber. The evi-
dence is printed on foolscap sheets, on one
side only; and it is thus submitted to the
members of select committees and also to the
witnesses. On the ecompletion of the investi-
gation, the chairman of the committee drafts
a report to the House, which is diseussed by
the committee, and, when approved by them,
presented to the House by the chairman, who
thereupon moves that the report and evi-
dence, as a whole, be printed. But the evi-
dence is already printed. The expense has
been incurred, becavse the type bas been set
up. Hon, members who have served on select
committees are aware that this has been the
practice. It is in the typesetting that the ex-
pense is occasioned; and, in order to obviate
that expense, it was deecided, on the appoint-
ment of the last select eommittee, that the evi-
dence should be presented only in 10 type-
written copies at the firat stage.

Mr. Troy: That is the original copy?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes,

Question put and passed.

House adjourred at 11.28 pm.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, £1st February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice'’ and ‘‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

ELECTORAL—METROPOLITAN PRO-
VINCE.
The PRESIDENT: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. Boan—

It is with extreme regret that I feel called
upon to tender my resignation as a member
of the Legislative Couneil. T am taking this
course becavse two days ago my attention
was drawn to the fact that we have had for
several years a branch of the State Savings
Bank on the business premises of my firm,
and that this might possibly be held to be a
eontravention of Sections 32 and 34 of the

[COUNCIL.}

Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899, Un-
der these circumstances, I hereby tender my
resignation as a member of the Legislative
Council, and I may add that T have returned
to the Treasurer to-day the whole of the re-
muneration I have received during the period
for which I have been a member.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Select Committee, Extension of Time.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[4.34]: I have to ask for an extension of time
for bringing up the report of this select com-
mittee. This is due, not to any inattention to
duty on the part of the committee, but owing
to the volume of work they have had to under-
take. We have examined a large number of wit-
nesges, and now all that remains to be done i
to hear the health awthorities in rebuttal or
confirmation of those witnesses. This will be
dome on Tuesday next, when the department
will be in a position to reply to the statements
of the various witnesses. The committee will be
able to report this day week. I move—

‘*That the time for bringing up the report
of this committee be extended to this day
week,”’

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—MALAY STATES AND JAVA,
TRADING POSSIBILITIES.
Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.36]: I move—

‘‘That in the opinion of the House it is
desirable, in view of its importance and in-
terest to the producing community of the
State, that the report furnished to the Gov-
ernment by the Hon. Walter Kingsmill on
the possibilities of trade between this State
and the Malay States and Java should be
laid on the Table of the House, and priuted
as a parliamentary paper.’’

This motion is the outeome of numerous in-
quiries which 1 have received from people in-
terested in fruit growing and other industries.
At the same time I am reminded that various
extracts from Mr. Kingsmill’s report which
have appeared in the Press from time to time,
and whi¢h have been acknowledged by various
societies, assoeiations, and others, have been
regarded aa of very great importance as show-
ing that there is a market in those islands for
the produce of this State. We must alse bear
in mind the faet that Mr, Kingsmill, during
his recent trip to the Malay States and Java
muat have gone to no end of trouble and in-
convenience in preparing the information
which he has so weil compiled, and which I
congider should be made available to all those
desirous of securing that information. Those
are the reasons I have for moving the motion,
and 1 have occasion to helieve that hon. mem-
bers will agree that information of this nature
ghould be made available to those in this State
who are producing from the soil such commo-
ditiea as will readily find a market in the cen-
tres referred to in Mr. Kingamill’s report.
Hon, Sir. E, H. WITTENOOM (North)
[4.39]: I have pleasnre in supporting the
motion. T do it in my capacity as Acting



